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SYDNEY IN 70MM 

RELEASE SUMMARY 
There were eight cinemas in 
Sydney equipped to present 
70mm during the era of the 
Reserved Seating Engagement. 

 

The Hoyts Mayfair was located at 73 Castlereagh Street and showcased 
South Pacific in Todd-AO on the 26th December 1958. The Mayfair stood 
on the site of the National Amphitheatre [1906] renamed as the Roxy 
and then as the Mayfair in 1932. In 1958 the Mayfair was refurbished 
to a 1249 seating capacity including the installation of DP70 projectors 
for the 70mm Todd AO presentation of South Pacific. 

 

 
The Hoyts Paris was located on the corner of Liverpool Street and 
Wentworth Avenue. The Hoyts Paris stood on the site of the Australian 
Picture Palace [1916] renamed the Tatler, then as the Park and finally as 
Hoyts Paris in 1954. The Paris was refurbished in 1957 to a 915 seating 
capacity and premiered Around the World in 80 Days in 35mm on the 
2nd October 1957. The Paris first 70mm was Solomon and Sheba on the 
9th December 1959 after the installation of the DP70 projectors. 

 

The Forum Cinema was located at 
749 George Street. The Forum stood 
on the site of the Lyric Theatre [1911] 
with a stalls, dress circle and gallery. 
In 1960 the Lyric Theatre underwent 
extensive remodelling including the 
closure of its 650 seated gallery to 
accommodate 70mm. The theatre 
reopened as the Forum Cinema with 
a reduced seating capacity to 1265 
on the 23rd June 1960 with Porgy and 
Bess as its first attraction in 70mm 
and Todd AO. 
 

The Forum Cinema also presented Sensurround showcasing Earthquake in 70mm on the 20th 
December 1974. Prior to the Forum closure by Greater Union in 1980, Sensurround was 
removed and reinstalled into the Barclay cinema with Earthquake reissued in 70mm and 
Sensurround on the 7th March 1981. 
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 The Barclay Cinema was located at 
681 George Street Sydney on the site 
originally occupied by the Haymarket 
Theatre [1916]. The theatre was 
converted into an indoor golf course 
and reverted back to cinema in 1935 
renamed the Civic Theatre. In 1938 
the Civic was renamed the Palladium 
for live theatre and films under the 
direction of Hoyts and Greater Union 
prior to a full building refurbishment. 

With a new seating capacity of 950 and with 70mm capability, the 
Barclay Cinema opened on 21st December 1962 with The Guns of 
Navarone. The Barclay first 70mm was Barabbas on 16th August 1963.  

 

The Hoyts Plaza was located at 600 George Street. The Plaza stood on 
the site of the Colonial No 1, renamed the Deluxe and finally as Hoyts 
Plaza in 1930 with a 1650 seating capacity. The Plaza was the 2nd cinema 
to premiere Cinemascope with How to Marry a Millionaire on 21st 
January 1954 and showcased three strip and single lens Cinerama. The 
Plaza was equipped for 70mm in 1964 when Baker booth was widened 
for the Victoria 10 projectors and LǘΩǎ ŀ aŀŘΣ aŀŘ, Mad, Mad World. 

 

The Hoyts Century was located at 586 George Street opposite the Hoyts 
Regent Theatre which showcased the first Cinemascope film The Robe 
on the 9th December 1953. The Century stood on the site of the original 
Crystal Palace Theatre [1912]. The Crystal Palace closed during the 
depression and after remodelling where a cinema and offices were built 
within its original shell, reopened as the Hoyts Century theatre on the 
26th January 1938 with Warner Bros. The Life of Emile Zola starring Paul 
Muni. The Century was refurbished in 1965 with a new 865 seating 
capacity and equipped for 70mm with Victoria 8 projectors premiering 
My Fair Lady on the 28th July 1965. 
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 The Ascot Theatre was located at 
246 Pitt Street on the site occupied 
previously by the appliance chain 
store HG Palmers. After a fire in 1965 
which destroyed the HG Palmers 
building, Tom Virgona who operated 
suburban cinemas, acquired the site 
and built the Ascot Theatre. With a 
970 seating capacity and Victoria 8 
projection, the Ascot opened with 
Wonderful Life on 12th May 1966. The 

Ascot first 70mm release was Gone with the Wind on 25th March 1967. 

 

The Paramount was located at 525 George Street next to the Victory 
which was renamed the Rapallo. The Paramount opened with 70mm 
capability on the 5th May 1966 with The Spy Who Came in from the 
Cold. The first 70mm was a reissue of The Ten Commandments on the 
23rd November 1973 followed by Jesus Christ Superstar. The Paramount 
was equipped with Victoria 8 projectors and an 1140 seating capacity. 
The Paramount and the Rapallo were demolished in 1983 to become the 
Greater Union, George multiplex. 

 
The Astra Parramatta was located at 32 Macquarie Street in the 
western city suburb of Parramatta. The Astra Parramatta was equipped 
for 70mm in 1962 for the purpose of move over prints after the key city 
Sydney releases. The first 70mm release was South Pacific in Todd-AO 
on the 22nd August 1962. Equipped with Victoria 10 projectors, the Astra 
Parramatta was a unique identity during the era of the Reserved Seating 
Engagement presenting a stellar listing of 70mm presentations. 
 

The following pages are the 70mm 
release titles and filmed processes 
from 1958 to 2017. 


