
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VILLAGE CINEMA CITY 

PITT CENTRE 

CENTRE ON GEORGE STREET 

HOYTS ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE 

  

SYDNEY IN 70MM – PART 3 

THE MULTIPLEX 



 

 

Greater Union Centre on George Street was located at 525 George Street Sydney and was built on the site 

of the Rapallo and Paramount theatres. The four screen multiplex opened on the 18th December 1986 with 

Star Trek 4: The Voyage Home, The Golden Child, The Great Mouse Detective and Dead End Drive In.  

The Victory theatre was located at 527 George Street Sydney on the site 
originally occupied by the Colonial No.2 theatre renamed to the Empress 
in 1913. In 1938 the Empress was refurbished and re-opened on the 16th 
December 1938 as the Victory with Pygmalion starring Leslie Howard. 
Operated by exhibitor Greater Union, the Victory theatre was a late entry 
into CinemaScope and achieved its Scope screen format by lowering the 
masking height presenting Mister Cory as the theatres first anamorphic 
presentation on the 1st March 1957. 

The Victory was refurbished and 

renamed the Rapallo theatre on 

the 16th December 1966 with 

Carry on Cowboy (supported by 

A Home of Your Own) as its first 

attraction. The Rapallo, which 

was not 70mm equipped, closed in conjunction with the adjoining 

Paramount cinema on the 30th June 1983 with Flying High II: The 

Sequel as its last attraction. 

 

The Paramount was located at 525 George Street Sydney. The 

entrance was next door to the Victory and the auditorium was at 

the end of a long foyer and behind the Victory built from a 

converted stores factory.  

The Paramount opened on the 

5th May 1966 with The Spy Who 

Came in From the Cold. (A few 

months later, the Victory was 

closed for refurbishment.) The 

Paramount’s first 70mm presentation was the blow up of the VistaVision 

reissue The Ten Commandments on the 23rd November 1973. 

 

The notable releases at the Paramount were, Alfie, Love Story, The 
Godfather, The Sting and the 70mm releases of Logan’s Run, Grease, 
Raiders of the Lost Ark and Poltergeist. The Paramount closed in June 
1983 with An Officer and a Gentleman and was later demolished with the 
Rapallo for the new Greater Union George Street four screen multiplex. 



 

CENTRE ON GEORGE STREET – PROJECTION CREW OPENED - 18th December 1986 

HEAD PROJECTIONIST – Stephen Phillips Four screens 70mm equipped with Dolby CP200 
Peter Clarke Brian Wolligan 

Albert Fardel Robert Cunningham 

Dave Calcott Mark Pollack [Relief] 

 

 



 

CENTRE ON GEORGE STREET 

The following table are the 70mm films released at the Greater Union Centre on George Street … 
 

GREATER UNION CENTRE ON GEORGE STREET OPENED CLOSED WEEKS 

The Color of Money 19/02/87 01/07/87 19 

Top Gun – move over from Lyceum 05/03/87 05/08/87 22 

The Mission – move over from Pitt Centre 30/04/87 19/08/87 16 

The Untouchables 03/09/87 02/12/87 13 

Cry Freedom – move over from Pitt Centre 12/05/88 01/06/88 3 

Who Framed Roger Rabbit 24/11/88 22/03/89 17 

Willow 15/12/88 08/03/89 12 

Far and Away 04/06/92 12/08/92 10 

Beauty and the Beast 11/07/92 11/10/92 13 

Patriot Games 13/08/92 18/11/92 14 
 

 

After the closure of the 70mm equipped Forum, Paramount and 
Barclay cinemas, Greater Union exhibited their 70mm releases at 
the Pitt Centre, Lyceum and State theatres. From the thirty one 
[31] city theatres in Sydney during the era of the Reserved 
Seating Engagement [circa 1954 to 1974], just the State theatre 
remains as an operational theatre and cinema, albeit on a ‘special 
event’ basis only. 

The State theatre is located at 

49 Market Street Sydney and 

under the Direction of Union 

Theatres Ltd, opened on the 7th 

June 1929 with the film The 

Patriot as its first attraction.  

 

Currently equipped for 35mm, 

70mm and Digital Cinema 

projection, the State Theatres 

first CinemaScope film was 

Captain Lightfoot on the 16th 

June 1955 and the first 70mm 

presentation was The Three 

Musketeers which was the 

closing night film for the 21st 

Sydney Film Festival on Monday 

the 17th June 1974 at 8.00pm.  

 

The State theatres longest 

season film in 35mm was Jaws 

which opened on the 28th 

November 1975 for a 20 weeks 

and the longest season film in 

70mm was ET: The Extra 

Terrestrial on 26th November 

1982 for a 28 week season. 



 

1982 VILLAGE 
CINEMA CITY 

GREATER UNION 
PITT CENTRE 

HOYTS 
ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE 

SINGLE SCREEN 
70MM 

07/01/82  Continental Divide   

14/01/82     

21/01/82   History of the Word Part 1  

28/01/82  Rich and Famous Fear No Evil plus Final Exam  

04/02/82 Blow Out  Only When I Laugh  

11/02/82  Paternity   

18/02/82  First Monday in October On Golden Pond  

25/02/82 Body Heat Fame True Confessions Best of Friends  

04/03/82 Heatwave Reds   

11/03/82 Paradise In Paris Whose Life Is It Anyway   

18/03/82     

25/03/82   Absence of Malice  

   The Man From Snowy River  

01/04/82 Freedom Ragtime   

08/04/82 Mad Max 2 – move over  Neighbors  

   Star Struck  

15/04/82 Kill and Kill Again    

22/04/82     

29/04/82 Butterfly  Star Wars - reissue  

06/05/82 Comin’ at Ya! – 3D Victor Victoria Hardly Working  

 Arthur – move over  Hangar 18  

13/05/82     

20/05/82 Halloween 2   Napoleon – State 

27/05/82  Chanel Solitaire Lady Chatterley’s Lover Sleeping Beauty – State 

03/06/82 American Werewolf London –m/o    

10/06/82 Porky’s  Quest For Fire  

   Enter the Ninja  

17/06/82     

24/06/82 Sharky’s Machine – move over Shoot the Moon Taps  

01/07/82 Gregory’s Girl  Death Wish 2  

08/07/82 House of Wax – 3D  Making Love  

15/07/82  Missing   

22/07/82   Vice Squad  

29/07/82  Far East Hot Bubblegum  

05/08/82 Friday 13th plus  Force Five Poltergeist - Paramount 

 The Exorcist – move over   Raiders of the Lost Ark - Barclay 

12/08/82 This Is Elvis Evilspeak – m/o  Rocky 3 Star Trek 2 - State 

19/08/82 Running on Empty – move our The Thing The Pirate Movie  

   Beast Within plus Swamp Thing  

   Band of the Run  

26/08/82  The Love Bug Paradise Banana Joe  

   Gulliver’s Travels Raggedy Ann  

02/09/82     

09/09/82 A Midsummer Night’s Sex Dream  The Amateur  

16/09/82 Young Doctors in Love Norman Loves Rose One From the Heart Christiana F.  

23/09/82 Victor Victoria – move over  Barbarosa  

30/09/82 Monkey Grip  I Ought To Be In Pictures  

   The Boat  

07/10/82 Firefox – move over Crosstalk Visiting Hours  

14/10/82  Dead Men Don’t Wear Plaid Richard Pryor Live on Sunset Strip  

  Norman Loves Rose plus Gregory’s Girl    

21/10/82  Partners Private Lessons Lonely Hearts  

28/10/82   Piranha 2 Flying Killers  

04/11/82 Class of 1984 Monty Python at Hollywood Bowl We of the Never Never  

   Game of Death 2  

11/11/82  Fame Rocky plus Rocky 2  

18/11/82 Heavy Metal    

25/11/82 The Beast Master – move over Wacko Who Dares Wins ET - State 

02/12/82 Summerlovers  The Sword and the Sorcerer Pink Floyd: The Wall - Barclay 

 Megaforce – move over  Trail of the Pink Panther  

09/12/82  Poltergeist – move over Annie Best Little Whorehouse Texas - Paramount 

16/12/82 Blade Runner The Year of Living Dangerously Conan the Barbarian  

   Ginger Meggs  

23/12/82  The World According to Garp   

  Peter Pan   

30/12/82 Night Shift    
2 

Colour 70mm reissue in Sydney 

Colour New 70mm release in Sydney 

Colour 3D Stereovision 

  
 

SIGNIFICANT MULTIPLEX DATES 

3D STEREOVISION – three dimensional films returned to the city in 1982 with the release of Comin’at Ya! and the reissue 

of the House of Wax at Village Cinema City. All three exhibitors Hoyts, Greater Union and Village cinemas presented 3D 

films during the 80s which included the premiere of Parasite at the Hoyts Centre, Jaws 3D at the Barclay cinema and 

Friday the 13th Part 3 at the Rapallo cinema. 

1981 No 1 Box Office 



 

1983 VILLAGE 
CINEMA CITY 

GREATER UNION 
PITT CENTRE 

HOYTS 
ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE 

SINGLE SCREEN 
70MM 

06/01/83   Six Weeks Hanky Panky  

13/01/83     

20/01/83     

27/01/83   The Soldier  

03/02/83   Author Author  

10/02/83 First Blood – move over  Still of the Night Friday the 13th 3D - Rapallo 

17/02/83 The Clinic Kitty and the Bagman The Entity Shogun Assassin  

24/02/83 Diva The Missionary – move over The Verdict  

03/03/83   Tootsie  

10/03/83 Table For Five Frances Gandhi  

17/03/83 Best Friends – move over  That Championship Season  

24/03/83  Sophies Choice Midnight Express  

31/03/83 Smash Palace Class Reunion Monsignor Creepshow  

07/04/83     

14/04/83   Tough Enough  

21/04/83 Fighting Back Fantasia reissue – move over Things Are Tough All Over The Dark Crystal - Lyceum 

28/04/83 Lone Wolf McQuade  Local Hero  

05/05/83 Amityville 2 – The Possession Song of the South plus Dumbo The Empire Strikes Back - reissue  

 Hostage  The Black Stallion Returns  

 They Call Me Bruce  Secret of Nimh Zapped  

12/05/83   Evil Dead  

19/05/83     

26/05/83  Moving Out The Man With the Deadly Lens  

02/06/83 Love Sick  The Last American Virgin  

09/06/83 High Road to China – move over ET – move over 10 to Midnight Raiders plus Poltergeist - Barclay 

16/06/83 Now and Forever  Kiss Me Goodbye  

23/06/83  Flying High 2 – move over   

30/06/83 Halloween 3 Losin’ It Officer and a Gentleman – move over  King of Comedy ET – move over  

07/07/83 Personal Best  The Return of Captain Invincible  

   Parasite – 3D plus Saturday the 14th   

   Dance of Life  

14/07/83 Breathless – move over  Without a Trace  

21/07/83 My Favourite Year  The Wicked Lady  

28/07/83 Stand On It  Alone in the Dark  

04/08/83 Flying High 2 – move over Flashdance War Games Private Lessons  

11/08/83   Phar Lap  

18/08/83 Twilight Zone Psycho 2 Blue Thunder  

 Yellowbeard – move over  My Tutor Dusty  

25/08/83 Valley Girl  Treasure of the Four Crowns – 3D  

 Officer and Gentleman – move over  Krull  

01/09/83    2001: A Space Odyssey - Barclay 

08/09/83 Porky’s 2 – move over    

15/09/83   The Pirates of Penzance   

   1990 The Bronx Warriors plus  

   The Slumber Party Massacre  

22/09/83 Man of Flowers  Merry Christmas Mr Lawrence  

   Careful He Might Hear You  

29/09/83 Zelig  Educating Rita Raiders plus Rocky 3 - Ascot 

06/10/83 Raiders plus Rocky 3 – move over The Meaning of Life – move over Hercules  

13/10/83 Around the World in 80 Days    

20/10/83 Mr Mom – move over  Comeback  

27/10/83 Flesh For Frankenstein – 3D  The Return of the Jedi  

   Brimstone & Treacle  

03/11/83 The Killing of America The Hunger Spring Break  

10/11/83 The Lonely Lady  Man, Woman and Child  

 Porky’s 1 plus Porky’s 2    

17/11/83 Mad Max plus Mad Max 2  The New Barbarians  

24/11/83 Yor  Octopussy  

01/12/83 Waitress  Spacehunter – 3D Jaws 3D - Barclay 

08/12/83 Sudden Impact Brainstorm Sahara  

  Staying Alive   

15/12/83 The Concrete Jungle  The Outsiders  

22/12/83 BMX Bandits  Bush Christmas  

 The Meaning of Life – move over    

29/12/83 Class Molly   

 National Lampoons Vacation – m/o     
 

Colour 70mm reissue in Sydney 

Colour New 70mm release in Sydney 

Colour 3D Stereovision 

  
 

SIGNIFICANT MULTIPLEX DATES 

Hoyts Fairfield Twin – opened on the 24th March 1983 with Tootsie and Gandhi as its opening attractions. 

Sydney Entertainment Centre – officially opened on the 1st May 1983 

Rapallo - closed on the 23rd June and the Paramount closed 30th June for construction of the Centre on George Street. 

Beverly Hills Twin - opened on 25th August 1983 with Twilight Zone plus Night Shift and Tootsie plus Absence of Malice. 

Village Triple Sylvania – opened on the 15th December 1983 premiering Never Say Never Again with the State theatre. 

1982 No 1 Box Office 



 

1984 VILLAGE  
CINEMA CITY 

GREATER UNION 
PITT CENTRE 

HOYTS  
ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE 

SINGLE SCREEN 
70MM 

05/01/84 Risky Business  Screw Balls Curse of the Pink Panther  

12/01/84     

19/01/84  Gorky Park   

26/01/84 Joy Trading Places Aussie Assault The Toy  

02/02/84 Exterminators of the Year 3000    

09/02/84 Superman 3 – move over  Phar Lap plus Man From Snowy River  

16/02/84   Romantic Comedy The Survivors  

23/02/84 Undercover Terms of Endearment The Big Chill H o n o r a r y  C o n s u l   

   Buddies Getting Even  

01/03/84 Underfire  The Star Chamber  

08/003/84 The Right Stuff Scandalous  The Osterman Weekend  

15/03/84 Gorky Park – move over Cross Creek Careful He Might Hear You plus Local Hero  

22/03/84   Stanley The Dresser  

   Revenge of the Ninja  

29/03/84 Silkwood – move over  Yentl  

05/04/84     

12/04/84  Footloose To Be or Not To Be One Night Stand  

   Where the Boys Are  

19/04/84 Police Academy Razerback Two of a Kind The Dead Zone  

26/04/84     

03/05/84 Tank  Smorgasbord Christine Greystoke Legend Tarzan - State 

   Breakdance Go For It  

   Metatstorm 3D  

10/05/84     

17/05/84     

24/05/84 Angel – move over    

31/05/84 Star 80 A Star is Born  Against All Odds Unfaithfully Yours  

   Amityville 3D  

07/06/84 Lassiter – move over Greystoke Legend Tarzan – mover over  The Evil That Men Do  

 Never Cry Wolf Up the Creek    

14/06/84 Sweet and Savage Fanny Alexander    

21/06/84 Swing Shift – move over  The Last Winter  

 Reuben Reuben Hot Dog    

28/06/84 Sudden Impact plus Exterminator  Amin Over the Brooklyn Bridge   

05/07/84 Friday the 13th The Final Chapter  Romancing the Stone P’Tang Yang Kipperbang  Star Wars – Trilogy Sunday Only 

12/07/84 Racing With the Moon  Children of the Corn Star Wars – Trilogy Sat & Sun 

19/07/84 Cold Chisel – Last Stand  Rumble Fish Young Warriors Indiana Jones - State  Star Wars Sat & Sun 

26/07/84   Beat Street Making the Grade Star Wars – Trilogy Sat & Sun 

02/08/84 Alphabet City  Bachelor Party Star Wars – Trilogy Sunday Only 

09/08/84 Cannonball Run 2 – move over Streets of Fire Supergirl Gods Must Be Craxy   

16/08/84 Street Hero Purple Rain m/o Splash Top Secret All the Right Moves The Bounty  

 Greystoke Legend Tarzan – move over     

23/08/84   Terms of Endearment – move over   

   Footloose – move over Fast Talking  

30/08/84     

06/09/84  Tex   

13/09/84 My First Wife  Swordkill  

 The Philadelphia Experiment – move over  Gone with the Wind  

20/09/84  The Leopard 2001: A Space Odyssey  

   The Natural Annie’s Coming Out  

27/09/84 Corsican Brothers – move over  The Karate Kid Silver City  

   The Naked Face  

04/10/84 Once Upon a Time In America Champions BMX Bandits – move over  

11/10/84 Hard to Hold  M o s c o w  o n  t h e  H u d s o n B o l e r o  

18/10/84 Savage Islands  Second Time Lucky  

25/10/84 1984 Iceman Ninja 3 – The Domination  

01/11/84 Tightrope Bloodbath at the House of Death Revenge of the Nerds Village Dreams  

08/11/84   Give My Regards to Broad Street  

15/11/84  A Christmas Story Ghostbusters Until September  

22/11/84 The Woman In Red  The Coolangatta Gold  

29/11/84   Raiders of the Lost Ark  

06/12/84 16 Candles C o n a n  t h e  D e s t r o y e r GWTW   

13/12/84  Indiana Jones Temple Doom – m/o  Dune Gremlins - State 

  Star Trek 3 – The Search For Spock  Red Dawn World Safari 2  

20/12/84 Melvin Son of Alvin  The Muppets Take Manhattan  

27/12/84 The Never Ending Story  Supergirl - reissue  

 

Colour 70mm reissue in Sydney 

Colour New 70mm release in Sydney 

Colour 3D Stereovision 

  
 

SIGNIFICANT MULTIPLEX DATES 

Feature Only – The session which included shorts, intermission and feature was changed in 1984 with the Hoyts, Greater 

Union and Village city and suburban multiplex cinemas reverting to a feature only policy. 

Penrith Hayden – the two separate twinned cinemas [1+2] [3+4] opened on the 18th October 1984. 

Stanmore Cinema Centre – a third screen was added to the original twin with a charity premiere on 12th December 1984. 

 

1983 No 1 Box Office 



 

1985 VILLAGE 
CINEMA CITY 

GREATER UNION 
PITT CENTRE 

HOYTS 
ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE 

SINGLE SCREEN 
70MM 

03/01/85 Cloak and Dagger  The Cotton Club Electric Boogaloo  

10/01/85   Rhinestone  

17/01/85     

24/01/85  Thief of Hearts Warm Up  

31/01/85  Another Country Terror in the Aisles  

07/02/85 Protocol    

14/02/85 Night Patrol The Killing Fields Amadeus Body Double  

21/02/85  Falling In Love Place in the Hearts Garbo Talks  

28/02/85   Missing in Action The Prodigal  

07/03/85  The River A Soldier’s Story Dreamscape  

14/03/85 The Terminator – move over  Irreconcilable Differences  

21/03/85 Gremlins – move over  Blood Simple 2010 - State 

28/03/85 Robbery Under Arms  No Small Affair  

04/04/85 City Heat – move over  Micki & Maude Water  

11/04/85     

18/04/85   Ordeal by Innocence  

25/04/85   Lady Hawke  

   Runaway  

02/05/85 Police Academy 2 Witness Ewok Adventure Teachers  

 The Flamingo Kid The Breakfast Club The Last Dragon Stop Making Sense  

09/05/85     

16/05/85 The Last Unicorn    

23/05/85   The Razors Edge  

   An Innocent Obsession  

30/05/85 The Company of Wolves    

06/06/85 Mrs Soffel Beverly Hills Cop – move over Brazil Exterminator 2  

 The Falcon and the Snowman  Star Man American Dreamer  

13/06/85     

20/06/85  Mask Dejavu  

27/06/85   Sheena Birdy  

04/07/85 Desperately Seeking Susan  Turk 182 Grace Quigley  

11/07/85 Avenging Angel  All of Me Antarctica  

18/07/85 The Never Ending Story – move over   Finders Keepers  

25/07/85 Future Cop  The Naked Country  

01/08/85   A Nightmare on Elm Street  

   Into the Night Gulag  

08/08/85   Moving Violations Mad Max Beyond Thunderdome - State 

15/08/85   Lifeforce  

   Perfect Red Sonja  

22/08/85 Girls Just Want to Have Fun Baby – Legend of the Lost Legend  Cocoon Thunder Alley  

  Gotcha Ghostbusters Brewsters Millions  

29/08/85 Pinocchio    

05/09/85 Crazy For You Emoh Ruo The Empty Beach  

12/09/85     

19/09/85 Code of Silence Bliss Emerald Forest Mata Hari  

26/09/85  Fletch The Man With One Red Shoe  

03/10/85 Pale Rider Secret Admirer  Battle Rage Not Quite Jerusaleum  

10/10/85   Cat’s Eye  

17/10/85 Rambo – move over  St Elmo’s Fire  

24/10/85 The Heavenly Kid – move over Wills & Burke The Bride  

   Star Wars Trilogy  

31/10/85 Doin’ Time The Stuff  Mischief Fright Night  

   Star Wars Trilogy  

07/11/85 Mad Max Beyond Thunderdome – m/o  Burke & Wills  

 The Return of the Living Dead    

14/11/85  The Glen Miller Story Heart Like a Wheel  

21/11/85 Witness – move over Catholic Boys A View To a Kill  

   Beverly Hills Cop + Indiana Jones  

28/11/81  Morons From Outer Space   

05/12/85 Bebel The Holcroft Covenant Santa Claus  

12/12/85 Flesh and Blood – move over Weird Science Silverado Teenwolf  

   The Care Bears Movie  

19/12/85 Explorers Back to the Future – move over Rocky 4 Young Sherlock Holmes - Lyceum 

   Kiss of the Spider Women  

26/12/85 Follow That Bird Return To Oz Les Ripouz   

 

Colour 70mm reissue in Sydney 

Colour New 70mm release in Sydney 

Colour 3D Stereovision 

  
 

SIGNIFICANT MULTIPLEX DATES 

Astra Parramatta – the Todd AO equipped cinema, closed as a Hoyts theatre on the 6th February 1985 and reopened on the 

15th August 1985 as a Greater Union cinema with Back to the Future in Dolby Stereo. 

Barclay Cinema – closed with Ziggy Stardust and the Spiders from Mars on the 17th March 1984 and reopened for five 

weeks on the 26th December 1984 with Lady and the Tramp and then screened Robin Hood for a two week season on the 

2nd May 1985. The Barclay finally closed after the season of Robin Hood on the 19th May 1985. 

1984 No 1 Box Office 



 

70MM BLOW UP 
 

The table below are the 70mm blow up’s presented in Sydney after the era of the Reserved Seating 
Engagement between 1979 and 1983 … 
 

FILM DATE CINEMA 

The Wiz * 24/08/79 Barclay 

Apocalypse Now - Technovision 16/11/79 Hoyts Centre 

Alien 06/12/79 Hoyts Centre 

The Muppet Movie * 13/12/79 Hoyts Centre 

Star Trek: The Motion Picture 21/12/79 Paramount 

The Rose * 31/01/80 Hoyts Centre 

The Black Hole - Technovision 28/03/80 Barclay 

Can’t Stop the Music 20/06/80 Paramount 

The Empire Strikes Back 07/08/80 Hoyts Centre 

Divine Madness 05/12/80 State 

The Jazz Singer * 13/02/81 State 

Oliver – Reissue first time in 70mm 30/04/81 Hoyts Centre 

Raiders of the Lost Ark 14/08/81 Paramount 

Napoleon * – Reissue Last spool presented in 70mm 24/05/82 State 

Quest For Fire 10/06/82 Hoyts Centre 

Poltergeist – J-D-C Scope 06/08/82 Paramount 

Rocky 3 * 12/08/82 Hoyts Centre 

Star Trek: The Wrath of Khan 13/08/82 State 

E.T. - The Extra Terrestrial * 26/11/82 State 

Pink Floyd – The Wall 03/12/82 Barclay 

Annie 09/12/82 Hoyts Centre 

The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas 09/12/82 Paramount 

The Return of the Jedi 27/10/83 Hoyts Centre 

Brainstorm ** 09/12/83 Pitt Centre 
 

[*] 70MM SPHERICAL … 

As date reference for this timeline, included below are two blow 

ups previously noted in the documents 70mm Spherical in Sydney 

and Super Technirama in Sydney which was presented in 70mm 

during the era of the Reserved Seating Engagement. 

[**] BRAINSTORM … 

Filmed in Spherical & 

brainstorm sequence in 

Super Panavision 

 

10/12/80 That’s Entertainment Part 2 Forum 

07/05/82 Sleeping Beauty State 



 

THE WIZ 
24th August 1979 to 13th September 1979 – Season 2 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE WIZ was filmed in Panavision [Spherical] and premiered at 

the Barclay in 70mm Panavision on Thursday 23rd August 1979. 

THE WIZ was reissued twice in 70mm and on both occasions as 

a double feature at Dave’s Encore: Forum cinema. The first was 

a double feature with Car Wash [35mm] on the 11th June 1980 

and with The Wizard of Oz [35mm] on the 25th October 1980. 

 

 



 

APOCALYPSE NOW 
16th November 1979 to 16th July 1980 – Season 34 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APOCALYPSE NOW was filmed in Technovision [anamorphic] and 

premiered Hoyts Entertainment Centre in 70mm on 15th November 1979. 

APOCALYPSE NOW was reissued in 70mm on the 1st October 1981 at the 

Hoyts Centre and with a new 70mm print also at the Hoyts Centre on the 

30th April 1992. 

 

 

 



 

ALIEN 
6th December 1979 to 13th March 1980 – Season 13 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALIEN was filmed in Panavision [anamorphic] and premiered at the Hoyts Entertainment Centre in 70mm Panavision 

on Wednesday 5th December 1979 

 

 

 

 



 

THE MUPPET MOVIE 

13th December 1979 to 2nd February 1980 – Season 9 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE MUPPET MOVIE was filmed in Panavision [spherical] and opened in 70mm at the Hoyts Entertainment Centre 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

STAR TREK THE MOTION PICTURE 
21st December 1979 to 27th March 1980 – Season 13 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAR TREK THE MOTION PICTURE was filmed in Panavision 

[anamorphic] and premiered in 35mm at the Paramount cinema on 

Wednesday the 19th December 1979. Later into its season at the 

Paramount, a 70mm print was substituted. 

 

STAR TREK THE MOTION 

PICTURE was transferred 

and presented in 35mm at 

the Rapallo theatre from the 

28th March 1980 and was 

reissued in 35mm as a 

double feature with Logan’s 

Run [70mm] at Dave’s 

Encore Forum cinema on the 

20th August 1980. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THE ROSE 
31st January 1980 to 17th September 1980 – Season 32 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

THE ROSE was filmed in Panavision [Spherical] and opened at the Hoyts 

Entertainment Centre in 70mm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

THE BLACK HOLE 
28th March 1980 to 26th June 1980 – Season 12 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BLACK HOLE was filmed in Technovision [anamorphic] and opened 

in 70mm at the Barclay cinema. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

CAN’T STOP THE MUSIC 
20th June 1980 to 27th November 1980 – Season 22 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAN’T STOP THE MUSIC was filmed in Panavision [anamorphic] and 

premiered on Sunday the 15th June 1980 in 70mm Panavision at the 

Paramount cinema. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK 
7th August 1980 to 4th February 1981 – Season 25 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE EMPIRE STIKES BACK was 

filmed in Panavision [anamorphic] 

and premiered in 70mm Panavision 

at the Hoyts Entertainment Centre 

on Wednesday 6th August 1980. 

THE EMPIRE STIKES BACK was 

reissued in 70mm at the Hoyts 

Centre on the 5th May 1983 and at 

the Lyceum theatre in 35mm as a 

double feature with Star Wars on 

the 2nd December 1983. 

 

 

 

 



 

DIVINE MADNESS 

5th December 1980 to 12th February 1981 – Season 9 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIVINE MADNESS was filmed in Panavision [Spherical] and opened in 70mm at the State theatre. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

THE JAZZ SINGER 
13th February 1981 to 8th April 1981 – Season 7 weeks and 5 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE JAZZ SINGER was filmed in Panavision 

[anamorphic] and premiered in 70mm Panavision at 

the State theatre on Thursday 12th February 1981. 

THE JAZZ SINGER was transferred to the Paramount 

cinema in 70mm on the 10th April 1981 for a further 

four week season to the 7th May 1981 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

OLIVER! 
30TH April 1981 to 3rd June 1981 – Season 4 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OLIVER! was filmed in Panavision [anamorphic] and 

premiered in 35mm at the Lyceum theatre on 

Wednesday the 4th December 1968. OLIVER! was 

reissued for the first time in 70mm at the Hoyts Centre 

on 30th April 1981. 

 

 



 

RAIDERS OF THE LOST ARK 
14TH August 1981 to 5th August 1982 – Season 50 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RAIDERS OF THE LOST ARK was filmed in Panavision 

[anamorphic] and previewed in 70mm on 8th August 1981. 

After the fifty one [51] week season at the Paramount 

cinema, RAIDERS OF THE LOST ARK was transferred to the 

Barclay cinema in 70mm on the 6th August 1982 for a 

seventeen [17] week season to the 2nd December 1982. 

RAIDERS OF THE LOST ARK 

was first reissued in 70mm 

as a double feature with 

Poltergeist on 10th June 

1983 followed by a double 

feature with Rocky 3 at the 

Ascot theatre on 29th 

September 1983 and finally 

in 70mm at Hoyts Centre 

on 29th November 1984.  

 



 

NAPOLEON 
24th May 1982 to 29th May 1982 – Season 0 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

Abel Gance 1927 masterpiece NAPOLEON was 

presented at the State theatre with the 

Triptych finale sequence on the last spool 

presented in 70mm. Brought to Sydney by the 

partnership of Malcolm Cooke, Mike Walsh and 

J.C. Williamson’s Productions, the film was 

represented at the Cremorne Orpheum on the 

15th July 1990 with the last spool in 70mm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

QUEST FOR FIRE 
10th June 1982 to 28th July 1982 – Season 6 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUEST FOR FIRE was filmed in Panavision [anamorphic] and opened in 70mm Panavision at the Hoyts Centre. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

POLTERGEIST 
6th August 1982 to 24th February 1983 – Season 28 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POLTERGEIST was filmed in J-D-C Scope and opened in 70mm at the Paramount 

cinema. After the twenty nine [29] week season at the Paramount cinema, 

POLTERGEIST was reissued in 70mm as a double feature with Raiders of the 

Lost Ark on 10th June 1983 at the Barclay cinema. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ROCKY 3 
12th August 1982 to 26th January 1983 – Season 23 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROCKY 3 was filmed in Panavision [Spherical] and premiered in 70mm 

Spherical at the Hoyts Centre on Wednesday the 11th August 1982. 

ROCKY 3 was reissued in 70mm as a double feature with Raiders of the 

Lost Ark at the Ascot theatre on 29th September 1983. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

STAR TREK: THE WRATH OF KHAN 
13th August 1982 to 21st October 1982 – Season 9 weeks and 6 days √ 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The second production in the Star Trek franchise, STAR TREK II THE WRATH OF KHAN filmed in Panavision 

[anamorphic] premiered in 70mm Panavision on Thursday 12th August 1982 at the State theatre. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 



 

E.T. THE EXTRA-TERRESTRIAL 
26th November 1982 to 9th June 1983 – Season 27 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E.T. THE EXTRA TERRESTRIAL was filmed in Panavision [Spherical] and 

premiered at the State theatre on Thursday the 25th November 1982. 

E.T. THE EXTRA TERRESTRIAL was transferred to the Pitt Centre on the 

10th June 1983 for a further two week season to the 23rd June 1983.  

 

After the combined thirty week 

season at the Greater Union 

State theatre and Pitt Centre 

multiplex, E.T. THE EXTRA 

TERRESTRIAL was moved to 

the Hoyts Centre in 70mm on 

the 30th June 1983 and was 

reissued in 70mm at the State 

theatre on the 14th August 

1986 and the Pitt Centre on 

the 11th September 1986. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PINK FLOYD THE WALL 
3rd December 1982 to 3rd March 1983 – Season 12 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PINK FLOYD THE WALL was filmed in Panavision [anamorphic] and 

opened in 70mm Panavision at the Barclay cinema. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

ANNIE 
9th December 1982 to 2nd March 1983 – Season 11 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNIE was filmed in Panavision [anamorphic] and opened in 70mm Panavision at the Hoyts Centre. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

THE BEST LITTLE WHOREHOUSE IN TEXAS 
9th December 1982 to 17th February 1983 – Season 9 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BEST LITTLE WHOREHOUSE IN TEXAS was filmed in Panavision 

[anamorphic] and opened in 70mm Panavision at the Paramount 

cinema. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

RETURN OF THE JEDI 
27TH October 1983 to 11th April 1984 – Season 23 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RETURN OF THE JEDI was filmed in J-D-C Scope and premiered on Wednesday 26th 

October 1983 in 70mm at the Hoyts Centre. 

 

  

 



 

BRAINSTORM 
9th December 1983 to 19th January 1984 – Season 5 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRAINSTORM was filmed in Spherical and opened in 70mm at the Pitt Centre. 

PLEASE NOTE - The bulk of the film is 35mm spherical photography NOT ANAMORPHIC and the Brainstorm sequences 

were filmed in Super Panavision. 

 

 

 



 

SYDNEY IN 70MM – PART 3 

70MM BLOW UP 

Between 2000 and 2004 there were no 70mm releases in the key city multiplex of Sydney. 

 
2000 - 2004 70MM REISSUE TOTAL 

2000 0 0 0 

2001 0 0 0 

2002 0 0 0 

2003 0 0 0 

2004 0 0 0 

TOTAL 0 0 0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOW OUR INDUSTRY HAS CHANGED 

With TITANIC as the last 70mm presentation in the 20th Century premiering at the Hoyts Centre on the 17th 

December 1997, only two films THE MASTER and THE HATEFUL EIGHT have been produced and released in 

70mm for the Sydney city and suburban multiplex. 

By the end of 1989 when the Lyceum theatre was demolished, nine of the ten city theatres of Sydney which 

presented 70mm were closed. Only the Greater Union [now known as Event Cinemas] State theatre 

building remains as an operational theatre and cinema. 

The table below lists in date order each of these ten single screen theatres and the four multiplex in the city 

of Sydney with the notable film presented at each venue in the splendour of 70mm … 

THEATRE FILM OPENED CLOSED WEEKS 

Mayfair South Pacific 26/12/58 05/06/62 179 

Paris Can - Can 16/04/60 08/11/61 82 

Forum Spartacus 08/12/60 22/02/62 63 

Barclay Lawrence of Arabia 31/10/63 24/12/64 60 

Plaza It’s a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World 03/12/64 06/04/66 70 

Century My Fair Lady 28/07/65 31/05/67 96 

Ascot Ryan’s Daughter 21/01/71 23/08/72 83 

Paramount Raiders of the Lost Ark 14/08/81 05/08/82 51 

State E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial 25/11/82 09/06/83 28 

Lyceum Top Gun – [*] moved to George on 05/03/87 31/07/86 04/03/87 31 

 

MULTIPLEX FILM OPENED CLOSED WEEKS 

Village Cinema City Gremlins 21/03/85 18/09/85 26 

Greater Union Pitt Centre The Mission 04/12/86 29/04/87 21 

Hoyts Entertainment Centre Star Wars 27/10/77 01/02/79 66 

Greater Union George Street Top Gun [*] 05/03/87 05/08/87 22 
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