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The Barclay Cinema was located at 681 George 

Street Sydney on the site originally occupied by the 

Haymarket theatre which opened on the 22nd April 

1916. In 1933 the Haymarket was converted into 

an indoor golf course and reverted back to cinema 

in 1935 renamed the Civic theatre. In 1938 it was 

renamed again to the Palladium as a live theatre 

venue and cinema prior to its refurbishment as the 

Barclay cinema.  

 

The Barclay opened on the 21st December 1962 

with The Guns of Navarone. This was followed by 

Barabbas as the cinemas first 70mm attraction 

and then Lawrence of Arabia which was produced 

in Super Panavision 70. 
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The following table are the Super Panavision films and their release dates in Sydney and in London 

during the era of the Reserved Seating Engagement … 

 

FILM CINEMA SYDNEY LONDON CINEMA 

The Big Fisherman Liberty 02/03/61 Date TBC Astoria 

West Side Story Mayfair 06/06/62 27/02/62 Astoria 

Exodus Paris 11/07/62 09/05/61 Astoria 

Lawrence of Arabia Barclay 31/10/63 10/12/62 Leicester 

Lord Jim Barclay 10/07/65 15/02/65 Leicester 

My Fair Lady Century 28/07/65 21/01/65 Warner 

Cheyenne Autumn Forum 18/11/66 19/11/64 Warner 

Grand Prix - Single lens Cinerama Plaza 13/07/67 09/03/67 Casino 

2001: A Space Odyssey - Single lens Cinerama Plaza 01/05/68 10/05/68 Casino 

Chitty Chitty Bang Bang Paris 19/12/68 12/12/68 Astoria 

Ice Station Zebra - Single lens Cinerama Plaza 03/04/69 27/03/69 Casino 

Mackenna’s Gold Forum 05/04/69 09/04/69 Leicester 

Song of Norway Mayfair 24/12/70 10/12/70 Casino 

Ryan’s Daughter Ascot 21/01/71 09/12/70 Empire 

 

A noteworthy inclusion of Super Panavision films for Sydney is The Horsemen which started 

production as a Roadshow Engagement in Super Panavision and was reverted to Panavision by the 

studio executives at Columbia Pictures. The Horsemen opened in 35mm Panavision on the 4th 

November 1971 for a limited four week season at the Hoyts Century theatre … 

 

 

The Horsemen opened in London at the Astoria in 

70mm Panavision on the 22nd July 1971. The example 

above of a quad ad block shows the incorrect 

advertising of the film in Super Panavision. 
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THE BIG FISHERMAN 

2nd March 1961 to 29th March 1961 – Season 3 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BIG FISHERMAN opened in 35mm anamorphic at the Liberty and Metro theatres. 

THE BIG FISHERMAN was not reissued in 70MM … 
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WEST SIDE STORY 

6th June 1962 to 18th September 1963 – Season 67 weeks √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEST SIDE STORY was advertised in Panavision 70.  WEST SIDE STORY was reissued in 70mm on the 19th 

June 1969 at the Hoyts Plaza theatre and on the 15th November 1973 at the Hoyts Mayfair theatre… 
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EXODUS 

11th July 1962 to 5th June 1963 – Season 47 weeks √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXODUS was advertised in Super Panavision 70mm at the Hoyts Paris 

EXODUS was not reissued in 70MM … 
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LAWRENCE OF ARABIA 

31st October 1963 to 24th December 1964 – Season 60 weeks √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LAWRENCE OF ARABIA was advertised in 70mm Super Panavision at the Barclay cinema. 

LAWRENCE OF ARABIA was reissued in 70mm on the 8th July 1971 at the Hoyts Mayfair theatre … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Super Panavision 70 
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LORD JIM 

10th June 1965 to 9th December 1965 – Season 26 weeks √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LORD JIM was advertised in 70mm Super Panavision.  

LORD JIM was not reissued in 70MM … 

 
 

Technirama 70 
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MY FAIR LADY 

28th July 1965 to 31st May 1967 – Season 96 weeks √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MY FAIR LADY was advertised in Super Panavision 70mm at the Hoyts Century theatre.  

MY FAIR LADY was reissued at the Hoyts Paris on 19th September 1974 and as a double feature with THE 

SOUND OF MUSIC at the Century on the 4th August 1977 … 
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CHEYENNE AUTUMN 

18th November 1966 to 22nd December 1966 – Season 4 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHEYENNE AUTUMN was advertised in Super Panavision 70 at the Forum cinema. 

CHEYENNE AUTUMN was not reissued in 70MM … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Technirama 70 
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GRAND PRIX 

13th July 1967 to 27th March 1968 – Season 36 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRAND PRIX was advertised in Cinerama at the Hoyts Plaza.  

GRAND PRIX was reissued in 70mm Cinerama at the Hoyts Plaza on the 13th March 1975 and at Encore 

Movies: Forum cinema on the 30th August 1980 … 

 



Compiled by Doug Louden 
 

2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY 

1st May 1968 to 24th July 1968 – Season 12 weeks √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY was advertised in Cinerama at the Hoyts Plaza.  

2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY reissued dates appear on page 19 … 
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CHITTY CHITTY BANG BANG 

19th December 1968 to 4th June 1969 – Season 23 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHITTY CHITTY BANG BANG was advertised in Super Panavision 70mm at the Hoyts Paris theatre.  

 

CHITTY CHITTY BANG BANG was not reissued in 70mm … 
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ICE STATION ZEBRA 

3rd April 1969 to 18th June 1969 – Season 10 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

ICE STATION ZEBRA was advertised in Cinerama at the Hoyts Plaza theatre.  

 

ICE STATION ZEBRA was reissued in 70mm at Encore Movies: Forum cinema on the 9th August 1980 … 
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MACKENNA’S GOLD 

5th April 1969 to 19th June 1969 – Season 10 weeks and 5 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MACKENNA’S GOLD was advertised in Super Panavision 70mm at the Forum cinema. 

MACKENNA’S GOLD was not reissued in 70mm … 
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SONG OF NORWAY 

24th December 1970 to 23rd June 1971 – Season 25 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SONG OF NORWAY was advertised in 70mm at the 

Hoyts Mayfair.  

 

SONG OF NORWAY was reissued in 70mm at the 

Mayfair theatre on the 4th March 1976 … 
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RYANS DAUGHTER 

21st January 1971 to 24th August 1972 – Season 83 weeks √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RYANS DAUGHTER was advertised Filmed in the Splendour 

of 70mm at the Ascot theatre. 

 

RYAN’S DAUGHTER was reissued in 70mm at the Forum 

cinema on the 7th December 1973 … 
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BARCLAY CINEMA 
 

The following table are the thirty [30] films released in 70mm at the BARCLAY … 
 

 

 

 

The longest season 35mm film released at the Barclay cinema was 

Clockwork Orange which opened on the 12th May 1972 and ran for a 58 

week season. The longest season 70mm film at the Barclay cinema was 

Lawrence of Arabia which opened on the 31st October 1963 and ran for a 

60 week season.  
 

 

Please Note: The two film releases 

highlighted in BLUE may have been 

new prints in 35mm. As this cannot 

be confirmed, the total count of 

70mm at the Barclay does not 

include these two titles. 

  

FILM OPENED CLOSED WEEKS 

Barabbas – Super Technirama 16/08/63 31/10/63 11 

Lawrence of Arabia – Super Panavision 31/10/63 24/12/64 60 

The Long Ships – Super  Technirama 26/12/64 11/03/65 11 

Lord Jim – Super Panavision 10/06/65 09/12/65 26 

Genghis Khan – 70mm Panavision 10/12/65 10/03/66 13 

The Professionals – 70mm Panavision 23/12/66 20/04/67 17 

Casino Royale – 70mm Panavision 08/06/67 02/11/67 21 

Funny Girl – 70mm Panavision 20/03/69 05/03/70 50 

Paint Your Wagon – 70mm Panavision 05/03/70 24/12/70 42 

Darling Lili – 70mm Panavision 26/12/70 10/06/71 24 

Le Mans – 70mm Panavision 21/07/71 28/10/71 14 

Raid on Rommel – 70mm Techniscope 29/10/71 18/11/71 3 

Wild Rovers – 70mm Panavision 19/11/71 09/12/71 3 

Doctor Zhivago – Reissue 70mm Panavision 10/12/71 23/12/71 2 

The Boyfriend– 70mm Panavision 22/12/71 02/03/72 10 

That’s Entertainment – 70mm Spherical 20/12/74 03/04/75 15 

Doctor Zhivago – Reissue 70mm Panavision 31/10/75 24/12/75 8 

The Ten Commandments – Reissue 70mm VistaVision 19/11/76 30/12/76 5 

Gone with the Wind – Reissue 70mm Spherical 04/08/78 17/08/78 2 

Sgt Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band – 70mm Panavision 24/11/78 01/02/79 10 

The Wiz – 70mm Spherical 23/08/79 13/09/79 3 

Saturday Night Fever plus Grease - 70mm Panavision 09/11/79 13/12/79 5 

The Black Hole– 70mm Technovision 28/03/80 26/06/80 13 

Earthquake –  Reissue 70mm Panavision 27/02/81 19/03/81 3 

Doctor Zhivago – Reissue 70mm Panavision 19/03/81 25/03/81 1 

2001: A Space Odyssey – Reissue Super Panavision 15/10/81 09/12/81 8 

Raiders of the Lost Ark – Move over 70mm Panavision 05/08/82 02/12/82 17 

Pink Floyd: The Wall – 70mm Panavision 03/12/82 02/03/83 13 

Raiders of the Lost Ark plus Poltergeist – Reissue 70mm Panavision  09/06/83 29/06/83 3 

Gone with the Wind – Reissue 70mm Spherical 30/06/83 03/08/83 5 

2001: A Space Odyssey – Reissue Super Panavision 01/09/83 28/09/83 4 
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SYDNEY IN 70MM – PART 1 

SUPER PANAVISION 

During the Reserved Seating Engagement and 70mm in key city theatres of Sydney, 2001: A Space 

Odyssey was and remains the most frequently reissued 70mm engagement. After its initial release in 

1968 at the Hoyts Plaza theatre in Cinerama, the film was reissued in 35mm at the Metro St James 

and Liberty theatres followed by the official 70mm reissues in 1974, 1978 [new print], 1980 and in 

2001 which was the last time a film was printed in 70mm and six track magnetic sound … 

         

OPENED THEATRE CLOSED WK S 

01/05/68 Plaza 24/07/68 12 

14/11/69 St James 20/11/69 1 

12/06/70 Liberty 16/07/70 4 

11/08/72 Forum 24/08/72 2 

06/10/72 Forum 16/11/72 6 

30/09/73 Village Double Bay 30/09/73 1 Day 

06/12/74 Village Cinema City  24/12/74 3 

24/03/78 Forum 29/06/78 14 

22/06/79 Paramount 09/08/79 7 

23/11/79 Forum 13/12/79 3 

15/10/81 Barclay 09/12/81 8 

01/09/83 Barclay 28/09/83 4 
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This segment of 2001: a Space Odyssey is dedicated to my friend 

Brian Walters. Thank you Brian for being a great friend, passionate 

historian of 70mm and dedicated cinema technician … 

2001:  A Space Odyssey 

In 1968 Stanley Kubrick’s film “2001: A Space Odyssey” was 

presented in 70mm Cinerama, a visual experience the likes of which 

had never been seen in cinema before.  This landmark film, on so 

many levels, has been constantly  re - issued by distributors and 

revered by audiences for the past fifty years, with news just 

recently that Warner Brothers are to strike yet another new 70mm 

print re - issue for the first time in Datasat digital sound. 

I first encountered the film during its 1978 tenth anniversary re - 

issue, when brand new 70mm prints of the film showed audiences 

a picture quality that had not been seen in cinemas for almost a 

decade. These prints had in their end credits in large bold letters 

the credit  “ 70MM “, as opposed to the original single strip 

Cinerama prints that the single word “  Cinerama “ in their end 

credits at the same place, as though making the admission that the 

glorious days of the “ Roadshow “ release had now passed. For me 

however, having been too young to appreciate the Roadshow era, 

the film was a revelation as to how impressive the visual experience 

of cinema could be, and 35mm film would never look as good to my 

eyes again. Now with an incredible recent resurgence of interest in 

the large negative 70mm release print format, spurred on by film 

makers such as Christopher Nolan, Paul Thomas Anderson and 

Quentin Tarantino, this level of picture quality can now once again 

be experienced in a cinema, for another new generation of film 

lovers to enjoy.      

     Brian Walters 
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SYDNEY IN 70MM – PART 1 

SUPER PANAVISION 

Between 1966 and 1969 there were forty seven 70mm releases in Sydney which included fifteen 

reissues and a new theatre equipped to present 70mm. Seven of the reissued films were presented 

for the first time in 70mm. Gone with the Wind and Doctor Zhivago premiered at the recently 

opened 70mm equipped Ascot theatre. Zulu, Becket, Seven Brides for Seven Brothers and BEN-HUR 

screened at the Forum cinema and The Longest Day at the Hoyts Paris theatre … 
 

1966 - 1969 70MM REISSUE TOTAL 

1966 7 0 7 

1967 9 4 13 

1968 7 7 14 

1969 9 4 13 

TOTAL 32 15 47 

 

 

 

OPENED FILM THEATRE FILM FORMAT CLOSED WK S 

06/04/66 The Greatest Story Ever Told Plaza Ultra Panavision 14/09/66 23 

15/09/66 The Hallelujah Trail Plaza Ultra Panavision 09/11/66 8 

10/11/66 Battle of the Bulge Plaza Ultra Panavision 08/03/67 17 

17/11/66 The Agony and the Ecstasy Paris Todd-AO 21/03/67 18 

18/11/66 Cheyenne Autumn Forum Super Panavision 22/12/66 5 

23/12/66 Lost Command Forum 70mm Panavision 02/03/67 10 

23/12/66 The Professionals Barclay 70mm Panavision 20/04/67 17 

03/03/67 Is Paris Burning Forum 70mm Panavision 08/06/67 14 

09/03/67 Khartoum Plaza Ultra Panavision 12/07/67 18 

25/03/67 Gone with the Wind Ascot Reissue – 70mm Spherical 13/09/67 25 

01/06/67 The Bible … In the Beginning Century Dimension 150 01/11/67 22 

08/06/67 Casino Royale Barclay 70mm Panavision 02/11/67 21 

09/06/67 South Pacific Forum Reissue – Todd-AO 28/09/67 16 

13/07/67 Grand Prix Plaza Super Panavision 27/03/68 37 

01/09/67 The Sand Pebbles Paris 70mm Panavision 25/10/67 8 

30/11/67 Those Magnificent Men … Paris Reissue – Todd-AO 19/12/67 3 

20/12/67 Camelot Century 70mm Panavision 23/10/68 44 

20/12/67 The Sound of Music Paris Todd AO 02/10/68 41 

21/12/67 Dr. Dolittle Mayfair Todd AO 26/06/68 27 

21/12/67 Doctor Zhivago Ascot Reissue – 70mm Panavision 21/02/68 9 

21/02/68 Far From the Madding Crowd Ascot 70mm Panavision 10/07/68 20 

28/03/68 Gone with the Wind Plaza Reissue – 70mm Spherical 27/04/68 5 

13/04/68 Oklahoma! Forum Reissue – Todd-AO 09/05/68 4 

01/05/68 2001: A Space Odyssey Plaza Super Panavision 24/07/68 12 
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10/05/68 Guns for San Sebastian Forum 70mm Franscope 06/06/68 4 

12/07/68 Zulu Forum Reissue – Super Technirama 22/08/68 6 

25/07/68 Valley of the Dolls Plaza 70mm Panavision 30/10/68 14 

04/10/68 Becket Forum Reissue – 70mm Panavision 31/10/68 4 

01/11/68 Seven Brides for Seven Brothers Forum Reissue – 70mm Cinemascope 12/12/68 6 

13/12/68 Hellfighters Ascot 70mm Panavision 24/12/68 2 

13/12/68 Ben Hur Forum Reissue – MGM Camera 65 20/02/69 10 

19/12/68 Chitty Chitty Bang Bang Paris Super Panavision 04/06/69 24 

19/12/68 Finian’s Rainbow Century 70mm Panavision 05/03/69 11 

26/12/68 Spartacus Ascot Reissue – Super Technirama 06/03/69 10 

20/02/69 Custer of the West Plaza Super Technirama 02/04/69 6 

21/02/69 55 Days at Peking Forum Reissue – Super Technirama 03/04/69 6 

20/03/69 Funny Girl Barclay 70mm Panavision 05/03/70 50 

03/04/69 Ice Station Zebra Plaza Super Panavision 18/06/69 11 

05/04/69 Mackenna’s Gold Forum Super Panavision 19/06/69 11 

22/05/69 Star! Mayfair Todd-AO 08/10/69 20 

05/06/69 The Longest Day Paris Reissue – 70mm Cinemascope 02/07/69 4 

19/06/69 West Side Story Plaza Reissue – Super Panavision 13/08/69 8 

14/08/69 Around the World in 80 Days Plaza Reissue – Todd-AO 01/10/69 7 

14/08/69 Sweet Charity Ascot 70mm Panavision 15/04/70 35 

20/08/69 The Lion in Winter Century 70mm Panavision 06/05/70 37 

02/10/69 Those Daring Young Men Forum 70mm Panavision 19/02/70 20 

18/12/69 Hello Dolly Mayfair Todd-AO 27/05/70 23 
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On the next page is reference to the 

Super Panavision short  

AUTO-E-MOTION 
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SUPER PANAVISION 

On the 10th June 1986, the Super Panavision short Auto-E-Motion was screened prior to the preview 

of the film Fire and Ice in cinema 6 at the Hoyts Centre in Sydney. 

 

Unlike the other 70mm presentations on the DP75 projector and ST270 platter where the projector 

was converted from 35mm to 70mm during a five minute intermission, the Auto-E-Motion short was 

introduced on the microphone and projected in 70mm from the top spool to bottom spool. Then 

after the conclusion of the short and during the speeches introducing the film Fire and Ice, the DP75 

projector was converted back to 35mm … 
 

 

 

 

 

 


