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The original building structure including the façade 

of the Hoyts Plaza theatre still remains which is 

located at 600 George Street Sydney. Only part of 

the entry foyer [currently McDonald’s restaurant] 

exists from the 1650 seating capacity which 

premiered Dynamite on the 11th April 1930.  

 

During the forty seven [47] years of cinema 

exhibition, the Hoyts Plaza theatre presented 

numerous event motion pictures which included 

the second CinemaScope release in Sydney How 

To Marry a Millionaire on the 21st January 1954 

and was extensively refurbished in 1958 to 

showcase the exclusive presentations of three strip 

and single lens Cinerama in New South Wales. 

 

Revered by patron, cinema staff, film distributor and 

exhibitor as the flag ship cinema for Hoyts Theatres in 

Sydney, the Hoyts Plaza theatre closed on the 29th 

June 1977 with Mr Billion as its last attraction.  
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The following table are the MGM Camera 65 and Ultra Panavision productions presented in Sydney 

during the era of the Reserved Seating Engagement. The release dates in BLUE FONT are those 

which were released at the 35mm equipped cinema. Only BEN HUR was later reissued in 70mm … 

  

FILM CINEMA SYDNEY LONDON CINEMA 

Raintree County – MGM Camera 65 Liberty 05/04/58 07/09/58 Empire 

Ben-Hur – MGM Camera 65 St James 05/05/60 16/12/59 Empire 

Mutiny on the Bounty St James 18/01/63 19/11/62 Royalty 

The Fall of the Roman Empire Forum 10/07/64 24/03/64 Astoria 

It’s a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World - Single lens Cinerama  Plaza 03/12/64 02/12/63 Coliseum 

The Greatest Story Ever Told - Single lens Cinerama  Plaza 06/04/66 09/04/65 Casino 

The Hallelujah Trail - Single lens Cinerama Plaza 15/09/66 22/07/65 Casino 

Battle of the Bulge - Single lens Cinerama Plaza 10/11/66 02/04/66 Casino 

Khartoum - Single lens Cinerama Plaza 09/03/67 09/06/66 Casino 

 

 
 

To demonstrate the expanse of the 70mm screen at the Hoyts Plaza theatre, the photo montage 

below shows the screen size changes from 1.85:1 Spherical to 2.35:1 CinemaScope and 2.20:1 for 

the 70mm presentation. The photos were taken by projectionist Bill Rokes on 18th December 1976. 

The 1.85:1 image is a Ford motor vehicle advert, the 2.35:1 image is the trailer for Deep Red and the 

2.20:1 image is The Return of a Man Called Horse … 
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RAINTREE COUNTY 

5th April 1958 to 2nd July 1958 – Season 12 weeks and 4 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RAINTREE COUNTY was advertised ‘Filmed for the first time in the fabulous M.G.M. Camera 65 ‘Window of 

the World’. The film was released in 35mm anamorphic at the Liberty theatre.  

The film was not released in 70mm in any territory … 
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BEN-HUR 

5th May 1960 to 5th July 1961 – Season 60 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEN-HUR was advertised ‘Filmed in Camera 65’  

BEN-HUR was reissued in 70mm at the Forum 

cinema on the 13th December 1968 and at the 

Hoyts Mayfair on the 13th March 1975 … 
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HOW THE WEST WAS WON 

26th December 1962 to 18th March 1964 – Season 64 weeks √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOW THE WEST WAS WON was released in three strip Cinerama at the Hoyts Plaza theatre. Some scenes of 

HOW THE WEST WAS WON were lensed in Ultra Panavision 70.  

 

The film was first reissued in 35mm anamorphic at the Metro suburban theatres on the 2nd September 1965 

and was included in a Festival of Westerns in 35mm at the Capital theatre on the 9th April 1976 … 
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MUTINY ON THE BOUNTY 

18th January 1963 to 25th July 1963 – Season 26 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUTINY ON THE BOUNTY was advertised ‘Filmed in Ultra Panavision 70’ and premiered in 35mm 

anamorphic at the St James theatre.  

MUTINY ON THE BOUNTY was not reissued in 70MM … 
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THE FALL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE 

10th July 1964 to 3rd June 1965 – Season 46 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FALL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE was advertised ‘In 70mm Ultra Panavision’.  

THE FALL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE was not reissued in 70MM … 
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IT’S A MAD, MAD, MAD, MAD, WORLD 

3rd December 1964 to 5th April 1966 – Season 69 weeks and 5 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IT’S A MAD, MAD, MAD, MAD WORLD was advertised ‘Filmed in Ultra Panavision’. The film was reissued in 

70mm on the 21st October 1971 at the Hoyts Mayfair theatre and returned for a limited season at the Hoyts 

Plaza in Cinerama on the 20th February 1975 … 
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THE GREATEST STORY EVER TOLD 

6th April 1966 to 14th September 1966 – Season 23 weeks √ 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

THE GREATEST STORY EVER TOLD was advertised ‘Filmed in Ultra Panavision’ 

THE GREATEST STORY EVER TOLD was not reissued in 70MM … 

 

 

Technirama 70 
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THE HALLELUJAH TRAIL 

15th September 1966 to 9th November 1966 – Season 7 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE HALLELUJAH was advertised ‘Filmed in Ultra Panavision’ 

THE HALLELUJAH TRAIL was not reissued in 70MM … 

 

Technirama 70 
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BATTLE OF THE BULGE 

10th November 1966 to 8th March 1967 – Season 16 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BATTLE OF THE BULGE was advertised in ‘Ultra-Panavision’ 

BATTLE OF THE BULGE was not reissued in 70MM … 

 

Technirama 70 
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KHARTOUM 

9th March 1967 to 12th July 1967 – Season 17 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KHARTOUM was advertised ‘Filmed in Ultra Panavision’ 

KHARTOUM was not reissued in 70MM … 
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PLAZA THEATRE 
 

The following table are the twenty two [22] films released in 70mm at the PLAZA … 
 

 

 

 

The longest season 35mm film released at the Hoyts Plaza theatre was 

Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid which opened on the 2nd April 

1970 and ran for a 69 week season. The longest season 70mm film at 

the Hoyts Plaza theatre was It’s a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World which 

opened on the 3rd December 1964 and ran for a 70 week season.  
 

 

 

Please Note: During the era of the Reserved Seating Engagement, the Hoyts Plaza reissued four 70mm films. 

These were Gone with the Wind, The Professionals, the Super Panavision West Side Story and the Todd-AO 

Around the World in 80 Days which looked spectacular as advertised ‘NOW IN GIANT 70MM SCREEN.. 

  

FILM OPENED CLOSED WEEKS 

It’s a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World – Ultra Panavision 03/12/64 06/04/66 70 

The Greatest Story Ever Told – Ultra Panavision 06/04/66 14/09/66 23 

The Hallelujah Trail – Ultra Panavision 15/09/66 09/11/66 8 

Battle of the Bulge – Ultra Panavision 10/11/66 08/03/67 17 

Khartoum – Ultra Panavision 09/03/67 12/07/67 18 

Grand Prix – Super Panavision 13/07/67 23/03/68 37 

Gone With the Wind – Reissue 70mm Spherical 28/03/68 27/04/68 5 

2001: A Space Odyssey – Super Panavision 01/05/68 24/07/68 12 

Valley of the Dolls – 70mm Panavision 25/07/68 03/10/68 14 

Custer of the West – Super Technirama 20/02/69 02/04/69 6 

Ice Station Zebra – Super Panavision 03/04/69 18/06/69 11 

West Side Story –  Reissue Super Panavision 19/06/69 13/08/69 8 

Around the World In 80 Days –  Reissue Todd-AO 14/08/69 01/10/69 7 

Tora! Tora! Tora! – 70mm Panavision 29/07/71 27/10/71 13 

The Great Battle – Sovscope 70 28/10/71 08/12/71 6 

The Professionals –  Reissue 70mm Panavision 07/12/72 31/01/73 8 

The Poseidon Adventure –  70mm Panavision 01/03/73 06/03/74 54 

It’s a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World –  Reissue Ultra Panavision  20/02/75 12/03/75 3 

Grand Prix –  Reissue Super Panavision 13/03/75 26/03/75 2 

The Towering Inferno – 70mm Panavision 27/03/75 11/02/76 46 

Lucky Lady – 70mm Panavision 14/04/76 09/06/76 7 

The Return of a Man Called Horse – 70mm Panavision  16/12/76 26/01/77 6 



Compiled by Doug Louden 
 



Compiled by Doug Louden 
 

SYDNEY IN 70MM – PART 1 

 

During the era of the Reserved Seating 

Engagement and the 70mm presentation in the 

city theatres of Sydney, three strip CINERAMA 

presented at the Hoyts Plaza theatre was the 

longest season of 324 consecutive weeks for a 

single auditorium showcasing the one film 

format which could not be presented in any 

other theatre in New South Wales. 
 

The first of the nine films, This Is Cinerama 

premiered as a Gala Charity preview on 

Wednesday the 17th September 1958.  
 

- This Is Cinerama 

- Cinerama Holiday 

- South Seas Adventure 

- Seven Wonders of the World 

- Search for Paradise 

- Windjammer 

- The Wonderful World of the Brothers Grim 

- How the West Was Won 

- The Best of Cinerama 
 

The longest season three strip Cinerama film 

was How the West Was Won with a record 

breaking 64 week season.  
 

In 1964, the ninth film, The Best of Cinerama 

screened at the Hoyts Plaza with the films last 

performance on the 2nd December 1964. 
 

On the following day, single lens Cinerama was 

introduced with the release of It’s a Mad, Mad, 

Mad, Mad World filmed in Ultra Panavision and 

presented in 70mm on the 3rd December 1964. 
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THE FIRST TEXAN 

28th August 1958 to 3rd September 1958 – Season 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Texan plus The Big Tip Off were the last 

35mm prints projected from the original Plaza 

projection room before the theatre closed on the 

3rd September 1958 for thirteen days [13] to 

prepare for the premiere of This Is Cinerama on 

the 17th September 1958. The 35mm academy 

prologue to This Is Cinerama was later projected 

from the same projection room which was 

equipped with name 35mm projectors. 
 

There is no research information available on the 

Hoyts Plaza theatre and Cinerama in Sydney when 

the three new projection booths were added and 

when the new screen proscenium was built in 

front of the original cathedral fire escapes as 

depicted below by the RED insert image.  
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THIS IS CINERAMA 

17th September 1958 to 4th July 1959 – Season 41 weeks and 3 days √ 
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CINERAMA HOLIDAY 

8th July 1959 to 10th August 1960 – Season 57 weeks √ 
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SOUTH SEAS ADVENTURE 

11th August 1960 to 5th July 1961 – Season 46 weeks and 6 days √ 
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SEVEN WONDERS OF THE WORLD 

6th July 1961 to 18th April 1962 - Season 40 weeks and 6 days √ 
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SEARCH FOR PARADISE 

19th April 1962 to 22nd August 1962 – Season 17 weeks and 6 days √ 
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WINDJAMMER 

22nd August 1962 to 24th December 1962 – Season 17 weeks and 5 days √ 
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HOW THE WEST WAS WON 

26th December 1962 to 18th March 1964 – Season 64 weeks √ 
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THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF THE BROTHERS GRIMM 

19th March 1964 to 9th September 1964 – Season 24 weeks and 6 days √ 
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THE BEST OF CINERAMA 

10th September 1964 to 2nd December 1964 – Season 11 weeks and 6 days √ 
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SYDNEY IN 70MM – PART 1 

ULTRA PANAVISION 

Between 1970 and 1973 there were forty three [43] 70mm releases in Sydney which included twelve 

reissues and a new cinema equipped to present 70mm. Three of the reissued films were presented 

for the first time in 70mm. The Jolson Story screened at the suburban Astra theatre in Parramatta, 

The Bridge on the River Kwai screened at the Hoyts Mayfair and The Ten Commandments was the 

first 70mm attraction at the new Paramount cinema which had opened on the 5th May 1966 … 
 

1970 - 1973 70MM REISSUE TOTAL 

1970 10 1 11 

1971 11 3 14 

1972 5 4 9 

1973 5 4 9 

TOTAL 31 12 43 

 

 

 

OPENED FILM THEATRE FILM FORMAT CLOSED WK S 

20/02/70 Castle Keep Forum 70mm Panavision 19/03/70 4 

05/03/70 Paint Your Wagon Barclay 70mm Panavision 24/12/70 42 

20/03/70 The Wild Bunch Forum 70mm Panavision 09/07/70 16 

15/04/70 Airport Ascot Todd-AO 21/01/71 39 

27/05/70 Marooned Mayfair 70mm Panavision 08/07/70 6 

02/07/70 The Jolson Story Astra Reissue – 70mm Spherical 15/07/70 2 

08/07/70 Patton Mayfair Dimension 150 19/08/70 6 

19/08/70 Cromwell Mayfair 70mm Panavision 23/12/70 18 

18/11/70 Waterloo Paris 70mm Panavision 07/04/71 20 

24/12/70 Song of Norway Mayfair Super Panavision 23/06/71 26 

26/12/70 Darling Lili Barclay 70mm Panavision 10/06/71 24 

21/01/71 Ryan’s Daughter Ascot Super Panavision 23/08/72 83 

08/04/71 Too Late the Hero Paris 70mm Spherical 05/05/71 4 

08/07/71 Lawrence of Arabia Mayfair Reissue – Super Panavision 29/09/71 12 

21/07/71 Le Mans Barclay 70mm Panavision 28/10/71 14 

29/07/71 Tora! Tora! Tora! Plaza 70mm Panavision 27/10/71 13 

30/09/71 The Last Valley Mayfair Todd-AO 20/10/71 3 

21/10/71 It’s a Mad, Mad, Mad World Mayfair Reissue – Ultra Panavision 01/12/71 6 

28/10/71 The Great Battle Plaza Sovscope 70 08/12/71 6 

29/10/71 Raid on Rommel Barclay 70mm Techniscope 18/11/71 3 

19/11/71 Wild Rovers Barclay 70mm Panavision 09/12/71 3 

02/12/71 The Sound of Music Mayfair Reissue – Todd-AO 02/02/72 9 

07/12/71 Nicholas and Alexandra Paris 70mm Panavision 14/06/72 27 

16/12/71 Krakatoa, East of Java Astra Todd-AO 26/01/72 6 
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22/12/71 The Boy Friend Barclay 70mm Panavision 02/03/72 10 

20/07/72 The Cowboys Mayfair 70mm Panavision 13/09/72 8 

11/08/72 2001: A Space Odyssey Forum Reissue – Super Panavision 24/08/72 2 

25/08/72 The Andromeda Strain Ascot 70mm Panavision 21/09/72 4 

14/09/72 Poem of Dances Mayfair Sovscope 70 27/09/72 2 

06/10/72 2001: A Space Odyssey Forum Reissue – Super Panavision 16/11/72 6 

17/11/72 Scrooge Forum 70mm Panavision 30/11/72 2 

01/12/72 Gone with the Wind Forum Reissue – 70mm Spherical 24/12/72 3 

07/12/72 The Professionals Plaza Reissue – 70mm Panavision 31/01/73 8 

06/12/72 Young Winston Century 70mm Panavision 02/05/73 21 

09/02/73 Never Give An Inch Ascot 70mm Panavision 01/03/73 3 

01/03/73 The Poseidon Adventure Plaza 70mm Panavision 06/03/74 53 

15/08/73 Lost Horizon Paris 70mm Panavision 07/11/73 12 

11/10/73 The Bridge on the River Kwai Mayfair Reissue – 70mm Cinemascope 31/10/73 3 

15/11/73 West Side Story Mayfair Reissue – Super Panavision 28/11/73 2 

23/11/73 The Ten Commandments Paramount Reissue – 70mm VistaVision 20/12/73 4 

07/12/73 Ryan’s Daughter Forum Reissue – Super Panavision 20/12/73 2 

12/12/73 Tom Sawyer Paris 70mm Panavision 13/02/74 9 

21/12/73 Jesus Christ Superstar Paramount 70mm Todd AO 35 04/04/74 15 
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SYDNEY IN 70MM – PART 1 

PROJECTIONIST 

This now concludes SYDNEY IN 70MM – PART 1 and fitting as we close the curtain on this chapter, 

we pay tribute to the projectionist who at the beginning of 70mm and Cinerama were instrumental 

in presenting the wide screen motion picture and the Reserved Seating Engagement … 

 

 
 

My favourite photo of the Hoyts Plaza projection 

room with the 70mm print of The Return of the Man 

Called Horse on the platter. 

If only Star Wars which was discussed for its season at 

the Hoyts Plaza theatre eventuated as I am sure with 

the success of the film franchise, the Hoyts flagship 

theatre would be still operating today. 

10/12/53 THE ROBE HOYTS REGENT Name 

   Name 
    

02/10/57 AROUND THE WORLD IN 80 DAYS HOYTS PARIS Name 

   Name 
    

17/09/58 THIS IS CINERAMA HOYTS PLAZA Kel Ball - Console 

   Jack Council - Sound 

   Paul Ennis - Assistant 

   Tom Omaye - Able 

   Keith Martin - Baker 

   Louis Cohen - Charlie 

   Ron Chamber - Technician 
    

26/12/58 SOUTH PACIFIC HOYTS MAYFAIR Name 

   Name 
    

23/06/60 PORGY & BESS FORUM CINEMA Name 

   Name 
    

23/08/62 SOUTH PACIFIC ASTRA PARRAMATTA Name 

   Name 
    

16/08/63 BARRABAS BARCLAY CINEMA Jack Green 

   Name 
    

03/12/64 IT’S A MAD MAD MAD MAD WORLD HOYTS PLAZA Keith Martin 

   Tom Omaye 
    

28/07/65 MY FAIR LADY HOYTS CENTURY Tom Omaye 

   Harold Maiden 
    

25/03/67 GONE WITH THE WIND ASCOT THEATRE David Pearce 

   Name 
    

23/11/73 THE TEN COMMANDMENTS PARAMOUNT CINEMA Bill Dunn 

   Jack Lees 


