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3-Strip Films in Japan! mm

Tokyo’s ""Imperial Theatre™, Osaka’s "'OS Theatre' (both in January 1955),
and later (in November 1962) Tokyo’s ""Theatre Tokyo"
were Japan’s first 3-strip Cinerama venues.
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Images left: the Tokyo "Imperial Theatre" (77 [E E135) rebuilt in 1924 after a fire caused by the
"Great Kanto Earthquake”™ on 1st September 1923. It became a Cinerama venue from January
1955 until December 1962 and was demolished in 1964. The current "Imperial” (see image
bottom right) opened in 1966 — mainly as a venue for major commercial plays and musicals.
The theatre is located in the commercial district "Marunouchi™ (3L ) in Tokyo’s ward
"Chiyoda-ku" (-1t H[X). Note in the black and white image bottom left the gathering of people
at a box office for the screening of a Cinerama movie. The ticket top right is dated 36-5-21 for a
screening at 7 pm on 21 May 1961 (36" is a Japanese time period relating to the length in
years of Emperor Hirohitos reign: Showa 36 = 1961). 3-strip films were shown at this theatre
until 16 December 1962 — then they switched to 70mm film projection with the Japan premiere
of ""Mutiny on the Bounty" [(i&# /N7 > 7 1), USA, 1962] on 22.12.1962. The very last
movie shown at this "Imperial Theatre™ was a revival season of "'Lawrence of Arabia™[(7” 7

7 or L R), UK, 1962], which ran until 31.01.1964. The building was then demolished.



Opening program of the totally rebuilt "Imperial Theatre" was a very successful live spectacle
that ran for years. Due to its length (8 hours, plus intermissions) it was initially divided into two
parts. It was based on Margaret Mitchell’s novel "*Gone with the Wind". Toho Company,
Ltd. (% %), a well-known Japanese film, theater production, and distribution company, had
purchased the theatrical rights from the estate.
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Top left: advert dated 17.08.1966. The stage production ""Gone with the Wind*"*
(&, & 3Lz £ D 1) — Part 1 — opens on 03.11.1966 (advance ticket sales from 20.08.1966).
Opening of the new "Imperial Theatre" (3% E&3%) building on 21.09.1966. Below:
a ticket dated 23.02.1967 (Showa 42), and the advert on the right (dated 26.02.1967)
announces the second part of the "*Gone with the Wind"* stage production. Later, the
2 parts were combined into a single, shorter production that had another successful run.

CINERAMA (¥ % Z =) at Tokyo’s old
"Imperial Theatre' (7 E &35) — Japan’s first 3-strip venue.

From "Motion Picture Herald" (an American film industry trade paper)
dated 15 January 1955: — Cinerama opened in Japan (Fourth Overseas Showing) —

"""This is Cinerama'* opened at the Tokyo "Imperial Theatre' on 5th January 1955,
following a preview attended by government officials and cabinet members. Japan is the fourth
overseas nation to show the multi-dimensional medium. Toho Company is presenting the film
in Japan by arrangement with Robin International, Inc., which has international distribution
rights from Stanley Warner Corporation. Special commentary was recorded in Japanese."

Author’s note: the previous 3 overseas showings were:

a.) from 02.09.1954 in Damascus (Syria) on the occasion of the First Damascus International
Exposition — here two interesting links about Cinerama at this exposition:



http://www.joshualandis.com/blog/the-united-states-presents-cinerama-in-damascus-1954/
https://csme.indiana.edu/documents/profiles/Behind%20Cineramas%20Aluminum%20Curtain.

pdf
b.) from 30.09.1954 at London’s "Casino™ Theatre (UK) — the film"s European premiere, and...

c.) from 05.12.1954 (another source gives 07.12.1954) in Bangkok (Thailand) on the occasion
of a Constitution Fair.

From "New York VARIETY" dated 29.12.1954: — "Cinerama"" clicks at Bangkok’s Fair —

"Washington, Dec. 28. — Topped by ""This is Cinerama' the U.S. exhibit at the Bangkok Fair
in Thailand took first prize for originality, the U.S. Information Agency has announced here.
Impact of "Cinerama" was just as great as it had been previously at the Damascus Fair in Syria.
Crowds were so big and ticket demand so great that the show is being held over for two
additional weeks after the end of the fair. It is being shown in a 2,000-seat auditorium, hence
the added time will enable an estimated 56,000 more Siamese to witness "Cinerama™. U.S.
exhibit also included American fireworks, a see-your-self television show, sale of TV and HI-FI
equipment."

At the time of the introduction of Cinerama to Japan (in 1955) there existed a close co-
operation between Tokyo’s "Imperial Theatre' and Osaka’s ""OS Theatre'. Conversion of
the Imperial took place in late 1954. The OS was under construction as a new conventional
cinema in 1954 when the decision was made to alter the design and open as a 3-strip house.
After the closure of the *"Imperial Theatre' the cooperation was continued with the ""Theatre
Tokyo" — an existing 70mm house, which had been newly revamped for "Super Cinerama".

CINERAMA (335 ) at the ""OS Theatre" (OS El35) located in district "Umeda" (17 H)
in the "Kita-ku"(1t[X) ward of Osaka — for a more detailed description on this cinema, also on
the "Theatre Tokyo", you can read in the report: "William Wyler’s "Ben-Hur” and "Cinerama” in
Japan" that is available on the introductory web page "Bigger than "Ben-Hur” — My Japan
Cinerama Project".
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http://www.joshualandis.com/blog/the-united-states-presents-cinerama-in-damascus-1954/
https://csme.indiana.edu/documents/profiles/Behind%20Cineramas%20Aluminum%20Curtain.pdf
https://csme.indiana.edu/documents/profiles/Behind%20Cineramas%20Aluminum%20Curtain.pdf

Above: Osaka "Cinerama" announcement adverts dated 29.12.1954 and 14.01.1955. Advert
left: (1955 FEDEEREZEE T 5!) We will dominate the topic of the year 1955! (L5 <)
CINERAMA. Small Text in the image: "Opening soon, the new OS-Theatre ... the Greatest
Cinerama Show Palace in the World". (B A& #]22 % < 18 4!) First public exhibition in
Japan! —at "'OS Theatre" (OS El3%) and at "'Imperial Theatre" (F&EE35). Advert on the
right: (B8 15 Hi#Z D ZEE X)) Tomorrow on the 15th the Astonishment of the Century!
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Osaka’s ""OS Theatre" (OS §l%) at the time when Cinerama films were shown there.
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The ""OS Theatre™ ticket on the right is dated 12.05.1957 (Showa 32)



The nine 3-strip films shown in Japan and information material
(excerpts from souvenir brochures, flyers, tickets, etc.)
at a variety of venues:
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The big show began with "' This is Cinerama' — a flyer of the movie dated January 1955.

A) ""This is Cinerama" (Z 3T % F < 72) / USA. World Premiere on 30.09.1952.
Japan: Public Premiere at "'Imperial Theatre" (7% EBI$%) on 05.01.1955,
and at Osaka’s ""OS Theatre' (OS Bl%%) on 15.01.1955.
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Two different ""This is Cinerama'* souvenir brochures from
Tokyo’s "Imperial Theatre™.



Below: adverts taken from vintage Tokyo newspapers:
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(Y EE (20 A DEE!) Wonders and surprises of the 20th century!
An announcement advert dated 24.12.1954. " This is Cinerama" (ZA 3T R T < 72)

opens at Tokyo’s "“Imperial Theatre™ (% EBI3%) and at Osaka’s ""OS Theatre" (OS &%)
on 05.01.1955. (Advance ticket sales from 25.12.1954)
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Left: a further announcement advert dated 29.12.1954. Middle: a large premiere advert
dated 04.01.1955 with a same premiere date at both cinemas: (B3 5 B FE R EIK /A BH)



""Tomorrow on 5th Great Historical Opening'* — although the event took place in Osaka
with a delay of 10 days. On the right: an advert dated 21.12.1961 — ""This is Cinerama"'
opens tomorrow on 22.12.1961 at ""Imperial Theatre. This had been a second run of the
film at this venue. A third Tokyo season of the film took place at the ""Theatre Tokyo"
from 01.11.1964. (See advert next to the photo below)
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Above: an announcement advert dated 03.12.1961 — a rerun of ""This is Cinerama' at
Tokyo’s "Imperial Theatre' from 22.12.1961, advance ticket sales from 08.12.1961.
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The ""Theatre Tokyo" at the time of its opening in November 1955 with the movie
"The Seven Year ltch" [(E4E H @), USA, 1955]. Right an advert dated 16.10.1964 —
a rerun of "This is Cinerama™ at this venue opening on 01.11.1964 (advance ticket sales

from 17.10.1964). It was the first of a total of six 3-strip films showing at this venue on

the occasion of a ""Cinerama Festival" (3 % v 4% b ) that lasted until 30.04.1965.
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Above: pages from the left of the two souvenir brochures shown at the top.

B.) ""Cinerama Holiday" (%3 < = 7k1) 7—) / USA. World Premiere on
08.02.1955. Japan: Public Premiere at Tokyo’s "'Imperial Theatre" (iF EBI5%)
on 21.12.1955, and at Osaka’s ""OS Theatre" (OS BI3%) on 24.12.1955.



Two different ""Cinerama Holiday"" souvenir brochures from
Tokyo’s ""Imperial Theatre™.
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Pages from the left souvenir brochure.



Pages from the left souvenir brochure —
Japan’s Emperor Hirohito at "Imperial Theatre™.

... also taken from the left souvenir brochure.



Holiday
Invitation to Cineram™?
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A (1955) fold-out leaflet, and on the right an announcement advert dated 30.11.1955:
premiere of ""Cinerama Holiday" at Tokyo’s ""Imperial Theatre™ on 21.12.1955, and
premiere at Osaka’s ""OS Theatre™ on 24.12.1955. Advance ticket sales from 01.12.1955.
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The movie’s premiere advert dated 20.12.1955. Middle: an announcement advert dated
12.06.1960 (advance ticket sales from 15.06.1960) — a rerun of "*Cinerama Holiday"* from
01.07.1960 at *"Imperial Theatre', and rightmost a small announcement advert dated
19.11.1964 — a rerun at *"Theatre Tokyo, opening on 01.12.1964 (Cinerama Festival).

C.) ""Seven Wonders of the World" (it DO -tAE:%) / USA. World Premiere on
10.04.1956. Japan: Public Premiere at "Imperial Theatre" (7 EBI3%) on 15.03.1957.
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Two different ""Seven Wonders of the World"* souvenir brochures
from Tokyo’s ""Imperial Theatre™
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Above: pages from the left souvenir brochure.
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"Seven Wonders of the World" (H#t:5+ DE£7F E&E) — a (1957) fold-out advertising leaflet.
Middle: an announcement advert dated 21.02.1957 — advance ticket sales from tomorrow,
the 22nd, premiere on 15.03.1957. Rightmost a premiere advert dated 14.03.1957,
"Seven Wonders ..." opening at "'Imperial Theatre" (3% EBI3) on following day.
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An advert dated 13.12.1960 announcing a second run of "*Seven Wonders of the World"
at ""Imperial Theatre" opening on 29.12.1960 (advance ticket sales from 15.12).

Middle: an announcement ad dated 29.12.1964 — a rerun at ""Theatre Tokyo"" opening on
01.01.1965 (Cinerama Festival), and on the right another advertising leaflet dated 1957.




D.) ""Search for Paradise" (15 D2 & — Paradise of the World) / USA.
World Premiere on 24.09.1957. Japan: Public Premiere at Tokyo’s
"Imperial Theatre" (% E&I33) on 01.06.1958.
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"*Search for Paradise'" souvenir brochure from Osaka’s ""OS Theatre' (OS Bl35),
and on the right a Tokyo premiere advert dated 31.05.1958 —
premiere at “'Imperial Theatre" (#EBI#) on following day (01.06.1958).
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"Imperial Theatre' adverts for "'Search for Paradise™ (5D ZEE]) left dated 14.11.1958,
and on the right dated 05.03.1959.
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A (1958) fold-out leaflet "*Search for Paradise™, and right an advert dated 28.02.1965.
The movie at ""Theatre Tokyo™ —a rerun from 01.03.1965 (Cinerama Festival).

E.) ""South Seas Adventure" (F5#g® 8 &) / USA. World Premiere on 15.07.1958.
Japan: Public Premiere at Tokyo's "'Imperial Theatre" (77 E&I3%) on 25.04.1959.
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""South Seas Adventure™ souvenir brochure, and on the right the premiere advert dated
24.04.1959 — opening of the film at Tokyo's "Imperial Theatre' tomorrow on 25.04.1959.
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An "Imperial Theatre" advert dated 17.03.1960, and on the right an advert dated
31.03.1965 — a rerun (Cinerama Festival) of "'South Seas Adventure (FE#ED B kR)

at "Theatre Tokyo" (77 F/VEIR) from tomorrow (01.04.1965).



F.) "Windjammer: The Voyage of the Christian Radich™ (K 2 7
- 20,000 Miles on the Atlantic) / USA. World Premiere on 08.04.1958.
Japan: Public Premiere at "'Imperial Theatre" (75 [EBI3) on 29.04.1962 —
the last 3-strip film at this venue. The "Theatre Tokyo" (77 FVER)
would then take over Tokyo 3-strip duties with the Cinerama premiere
of ""How the West Was Won"" (Fa&BEI#A 52) on 29.11.1962.
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Souvenir brochure of ""Windjammer" (K7 2 J718) at Tokyo’s ""Imperial Theatre"
(FEB%), and on the right an announcement advert dated 25.04.1962 — premiere
of "Windjammer' at Tokyo's ""Imperial Theatre on 29.04.1962. It was projected

here in CINERAMA (¥ & 7 =), and not in CINEMIRACLE (¥ & 3 Z 7 V).

A "Windjammer"'
ticket from
"Imperial Theatre"
dated 23.06.1962
(Showa 37)
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An advertising leaflet. The film at Tokyo’s ""Imperial Theatre™ (7% EB35)
and at Osaka’s ""OS Theatre™ (OS Bl#3) — (K €) Color Film
(H AREEIR) Japanese Version / (V& 7 < #&fit) provided by Cinerama.
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Premiere advert dated 28.04.1962 — ""Windjammer' at Tokyo’s ""Imperial Theatre"
on 29.04.1962. Middle: advert dated 18.09.1962 — the last weeks of ""Windjammer"'.
Rightmost an announcement advert dated 22.11.1962 — Japan premiere of the
following film ""Mutiny on the Bounty" [(B&#E/ X7 > T ), USA, 1962] in 70mm
at ""Imperial Theatre' on 22.12.1962 (advance ticket sales from 24.11.1962).

An invitation flyer: "Windjammer' at Osaka’s ""OS Theatre", and on the right
an advert dated 31.01.1965 — a rerun of ""Windjammer" (CKF¥ 2 JTH) at

"Theatre Tokyo" — [Cinerama Festival (3 %  +4% 9 )] — opening on 01.02.1965.



fof#ﬂ'ﬂbibk‘ﬂmﬂ 1 0834 & XA B

BUIEIRIOIEM /5 A AF DA /

%fobnmwwﬂmm&&
L’Clku.k&. L7z Eﬂ’lﬁﬁ /

E N = 77./F
PLiK—=einga
DFe—=FKen 'Jz

5 Y ¥ .
REAMR 244>

s ¥300 ¥460 ¥600

¥8
\ Lo mnr B e Wenet N3 48 15 0002 GR1 A
l Ty DT 40 § o MABOITE
B U715 Bkt NG M (1) 3013

Premiere advert dated 21.12.1962 — Lewis Milestone’s "*"Mutiny on the Bounty™
(BRME X7 > T 4 ) in 7T0mm at Tokyo's " Imperial Theatre™ (77 EBI3%) on 22.12.1962.
On the right the movie’s souvenir brochure. A festive pre-premiere took place
under attendance of Emperor Hirohito and Empress Kojun (born ""Nagako™).
Watch: https://youtu.be/OE2V5TKHyn8
Previously, Emperor Hirohito had already visited festive performances
of ""Cinerama Holiday'" (on the occasion of the movie’s Japan premiere
at ""Imperial Theatre' in December 1955), and ""Ben-Hur""

(Grand Charity Premiere at ""Theatre Tokyo" in March 1960).

An excerpt taken from an article written in ""New York VARIETY" dated 30.05.1962:

Tokyo, May 22 — Cinerama president Nicolas Reisini said: "Our business here since 1955 has
brought 16,000,000 people to the two theatres in Japan (author’s note: Tokyo’s "Imperial
Theatre" and Osaka’s "OS Theatre™). To our amazement, repeat showings sometimes brought
bigger box office than the original runs".

Although Tokyo’s "Shochiku-za™ Theatre soon will be showing films here in Russia’s
"Kinopanorama” process, Reisini does not fear the competition. He said: "They copied us.
When | first saw "Kinopanorama’, | asked a Soviet official why they did it, and he replied: if
you are accusing us of copying, and suppose we agree that we did, should we copy the second
best? | was flattered", Reisini beamed, "they copied our mistakes too."


https://youtu.be/0E2V5TKHyn8

G.) "Two Hours in USSR™ (K> % % ZRl) / USSR (1958/59).

Produced in ""Kinopanorama™ (¥ ./ /3 / Z =) —in Japanese ""Kinerama" (¥ % 7 ).
Premiere in France at the "Kinopanorama'" Theatre on 25.09.1959. Japan: Public
Premiere at Tokyo's Asakusa (#8E.) "'Shochiku-za" (¥2478) Theatre on 01.07.1962.
(The season ran about 4 months)

(F % 5 v 4! For the first time Kineramal

The movie’s Japanese title: " Kv> % 2 ZE" — Great Paradise
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Advert dated 16.06.1962 — advance ticket sales from 17.06.1962.

(¥ # 7 < &AE)) For the first time Kinerama! Russian’s ""Kinopanorama' 3-strip
projection process (film: " Two Hours in USSR / Japanese title: "' K> %4 2 2E"") was
shown at Tokyo's **Shochiku-za" (#A47/8) Theatre — located in Tokyo’s district
Asakusa (JZE) — from 01.07.1962. It is the first "'"Kinopanorama' film in Japan.



KINOPANORAMA G.M.B.H. z0igt : Auf dor Super-Bildwand mit 9 Konal-Stereoton

_ZWISCHEN NORDPOL UND KRIM

{ Eine Reise durch die Sowjetunion )

e
-

|“
GRAND-PRIX-GEWINNER DER ““PA"O
BRUSSELER WELTAUSSTELLUNG

! CAPITO l Fimtheater - Kurfurstondamm 153 - Toelofon 978545 - Ab 1 June tagl 17 und 20 Uhr
m
Eintrittsprovse ab DM 2.50 = DM OST 11 fur Ostbosucher

NACH REKORDLAUFZEITEN IN
DEN EUROPAISCHEN HAUPT-
STADTEN ENDLICH IN BERLIN

By the way, ""Two Hours in USSR" was even shown in Germany in 3-strip
"Kinopanorama' at West-Berlin’s Cinerama "Capitol Theater" opening on 01.06.1961.
The film was presented with the system’s ""9-channel magnetic sound™ — is written in the

movie’s poster (see above) and in the newspaper premiere advert (see below).
The movie’s German title is **Zwischen Nordpol und Krim".

Nihuenaopaf
NORDPOL UND ¥

EINE REISE DURCH &)3¥ DIE SOWJETUNION #
GRAND-PRIX- : A A DAS FARBFILMEREIGNIS
GEWINNER % DES JAHRES
DER BRUSSELER MITS-KANAL-STERED-TON
WELT- ¥
AUSSTELLUNG NACH k
% REKORDLAUFZEITEN
1N DEM EUROPAISCHEN
OSTBESUCHER oot
1:1 ENDLICH IN BERLIN

AB 1. JUNI NUR IM

TAGL.17.000.20.00 KURFURSTENDAMM 153
Varverk.3Tageimvoraus CAPITOI. TELEFON: 978545




A delightful journey
v . . through the Sovie! Union
1 Ry

e ’ e c L Ae '3.‘_‘_»’_,_’)__’7,,.,~A _,_ila:-- g
B Siberian landscape * White nights in Leningrad
— iberic

S.R:
your two-hour trip through the USS
usic halls, cinemas, etc.

Galina Ulonovn unces a Tchaikovsky ballet *
: -
ortion of what you will enjoy during

_--are only a P Soviet theatres, concerts, m

You'll visit

Distributed world-wide by

SOVEXPORTFILM ' o) s manikeviky Stiect, MOSCOW K.9, UssR ‘\E ‘:
i

(Or thru any averseas SOYEXPORTFILM ottice)
—— e R g, e w —

""Soviet KINOPANORAMA debuts in Japan™ — a full-page advert about ""Two Hours in
the USSR taken from the trade magazine ""Movie Marketing'* dated June 1962.
The film was worldwide distributed by SOVEXPORTFILM, Moscow.

“Kinopanorama” also see: http://www.in70mm.com/news/2015/kinopanorama/index.htm

H.) ""How the West Was Won"' (Fa#BBi#h 52 — Western Pioneering History) / USA.
World Premiere on 01.11.1962. Japan: Public Premiere at ""Theatre Tokyo"
(77 FVEI) on 29.11.1962 — most likely also at Osaka’s "'OS Theatre' (OS Bl#) on
this date. Last screening at *"Theatre Tokyo" on 05.03.1964 — so, here season length:

1 year, 3 months and 5 days (or 66 weeks).


http://www.in70mm.com/news/2015/kinopanorama/index.htm
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SUFER CINERAMA THEATRE SOAMBURRY THRLT S,

THEATRE TOKYO TEL 561-8891 — 3

A ""How the West Was Won"'(Fa & B #f 52) ticket from ""Theatre Tokyo™
dated 17.12.1962 (Shawa 37).
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A large newspaper announcement advert dated 20.09.1962 — appearing more than
2 months before the premiere. (3 2 5 ~ Bl BLEIZE 1 /) The first dramatic feature film
in Cinerama (author’s note: presented in Japan). (142 @ XA BHiE %) The era made
accessible to the public! It was the very first 3-strip film shown at ""Theatre Tokyo"".
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Above left: an announcement advert dated 08.11.1962 — advance ticket sales from

tomorrow 09.11.1962. Japan premiere of ""How the West Was Won"" (Fi&B B #h 5F)

on 29.11.1962, and on the right an advert dated 28.11.1962: tomorrow premiere at
"Theatre Tokyo" (77 FVEIX) — (B 29 H K2 BH) Public opening tomorrow on 29th.
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A ""How the West Was Won"' (Fa&BBH#h 52) ticket from Osaka’s
""OS Theatre' (OS B%%) dated 05.09.1963 (Showa 38).
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HOW THEWEST WAS WON

Another souvenir brochure of "HTWWW", and on the right an advert dated 18.11.1964
— screening of the 70mm version of the Western epic at 3 venues in Tokyo:
the ""Shinjuku Theatre" (F15 B115), the 'Ikebukuro Theatre™ (¥428135), and most likely
(in the advert very difficult to read) at the "Asakusa Scala-za" (JREE R 11 5 [EE)
Theatre on following day (19.11.1964).
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A Japanese advertising leaflet.
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Years later, "HTWWW?" (70mm version) had a further rerun (advertised and projected in
""'D150") at Tokyo’s 'Shinjuku Plaza Theatre" (#7178 7" Z ¥ Bl#3). The venue opened on
31.10.1969 and closed forever on 07.11.2008 — it was equipped with a D150 system.
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An announcement advert dated 23.02.1970, and on the right an opening advert dated
27.02.1970 — screening of "HTWWW"' from tomorrow (28.02.1970) in D150 projection.
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An advertising flyer from the "'Shinjuku Plaza Theatre' about the movie — although
""How the West Was Won"" wasn’t, of course, photographed in D150 like the films ""The

Bible [(RHuAli), USA / Italy, 1966] or "'Patton™ [(#Xv b > KERELEM), USA, 1970].
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The ""Shinjuku Plaza Theatre' (B8 7" 5 ¥ Bi3%) showing at the time
“Tora!ToralTora!" (FZ « Z « R7)).
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Tokyo’s D150 ""Shinjuku Plaza Theatre" ($118 7" 7 ¥ Bl35%) with its curved screen.
Watch on YouTube a clip about the day of the theatre’s closure:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-brxPYoWZg

There also existed a D150 venue in Osaka —
namely the ""Hankyu Plaza Theater" (a7 5 + Bli5)
See: https://blogs.yahoo.co.jp/room304zombie/22291745.html



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-brxPYoWZg
https://blogs.yahoo.co.jp/room304zombie/22291745.html
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The ""Hankyu Plaza Theatre' even ran the 70mm version of
""Gone with the Wind"'[(& & 32 3 0 %), USA,1939] in D150 projection.
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A "'Gone with the Wind" discount coupon ticket from Osaka’s ""Hankyu Plaza Theatre"".

1.) ""The Wonderful World of the Brothers Grimm**
(AREZE & R DWEE — A Story of a Mysterious World) / USA. World Premiere
on 07.08.1962. Japan: Public Premiere at "Theatre Tokyo" (77 FVEIR),
and also at Osaka’s ""OS Theatre" (OS El#5) on 06.03.1964.
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The souvenir brochure (front and back side) of the 3-strip Cinerama film
""The Wonderful World of the Brothers Grimm** (USA, 1962).

The movie’s poster, and on the right the fairly tale castle high in the Bavarian Alps.
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A ""Brothers Grimm™ announcement advert dated 28.02.1964 — premiere at
"Theatre Tokyo' on 06.03.1964. (¥ LB o R T < FHERBAFRE 3 A 5 A¥ZE)
""The acclaimed screening of HTWWW" in Cinerama is still running until 05.03.1964"".
On the right a leaflet — premiere at ""Theatre Tokyo' and at Osaka’s ""OS Theatre"
on 06.03.1964.

A ""The Wonderful World of the Brothers Grimm" (A B & % th - O ¥IEE)
ticket from ""Theatre Tokyo" dated 08.04.1964 (Showa 39).
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Premiere advert dated 05.03.1964. Public opening (KA B) of ""The Wonderful World of
the Brothers Grimm" (A Bi& %4 5 O ¥)EE) at "Theatre Tokyo" (7 7 M IVE )
on 06.03.1964. On the right an advert dated 23.07.1964.

Tokyo’s ""Imperial Theatre'— Cinerama 3-strip dates (1955 — 1962)

05.01.1955 - 20.12.1955 / ""This is Cinerama"* / 50 weeks
21.12.1955 — 14.03.1957 / "*Cinerama Holiday"' / 64 weeks, 1 day
15.03.1957 — 31.05.1958 / *Seven Wonders of the World" / 63 weeks, 1 day
01.06.1958 — 24.04.1959 / "*Search for Paradise' / 46 weeks, 5 days
25.04.1959 — 30.06.1960 / "*South Seas Adventure™ / 61 weeks, 5 days
01.07.1960 — 28.12.1960 / "*Cinerama Holiday"" / 25 weeks, 5 days
29.12.1960 — 31.07.1961 / "*Seven Wonders of the World" / 30 weeks, 4 days
01.08.1961 — 21.12.1961 / "'Search for Paradise" / 20 weeks, 2 days
22.12.1961 — 28.04.1962 / "*This is Cinerama'* / 18 weeks, 1 day
29.04.1962 — 16.12.1962 / ""Windjammer""' / 33 weeks
22.12.1962 — 12.07.1963 / ""Mutiny on the Bounty' in 70mm / 29 weeks
13.07.1963 — 26.09.1963 / "'Tiko and the Shark' in 35mm / 10 weeks, 5 days
27.09.1963 — 31.01.1964 / "'Lawrence of Arabia" in 70mm / 18 weeks
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A drawing of Tokyo’s Cinerama "Imperial Theatre'; middle: an advert dated 21.09.1963
announcing a rerun (the last movie at this venue) of "*Lawrence of Arabia™
[(7TZE7Du b rX), UK, 1962] opening on 27.09.1963, and rightmost a last
small advert dated 16.01.1964 — screening of the movie until 31.01.1964.

The theatre was then demolished.

Previously, ""Lawrence ..." had its Japan premiere at "Yuraku-za" (& 3£ &) Theatre on
14.02.1963, located in Tokyo’s ward "Chiyoda-ku" (7% H [X), where it ran until 27.09.1963.

"Theatre Tokyo''— Cinerama 3-strip dates (1962 — 1965)

29.11.1962 — 05.03.1964 / ""How the West Was Won"" / 66 weeks
06.03.1964 — 31.10.1964 / ""The Wonderful World of the Brothers Grimm"* / 34 weeks

CINERAMA FESTIVAL

01.11.1964 — 30.11.1964 / ""This is Cinerama"'" / 4 weeks, 1 day
01.12.1964 — 31.12.1964 / ""Cinerama Holiday"" / 4 weeks, 2 days
01.01.1965 — 31.01.1965 / *Seven Wonders of the World" / 4 weeks, 2 days
01.02.1965 — 28.02.1965 / ""Windjammer"* / 4 weeks
01.03.1965 — 31.03.1965 / "*Search for Paradise" / 4 weeks, 2 days
01.04.1965 — 30.04.1965 / ""'South Seas Adventure' / 4 weeks, 1 day



70mm Cinerama film dates at ""Theatre Tokyo" (1965 — 1970)

01.05.1965 - 03.09.1965 / "*Mediterranean Holiday'* / 18 weeks
04.09.1965 — 31.03.1966 / ""'The Greatest Story Ever Told" / 29 weeks, 5 days

01.04.1966 — 27.10.1966 / *Battle of the Bulge'" / 30 weeks
28.10.1966 — 31.01.1967 / ""Khartoum™ / 13 weeks, 4 days
01.02.1967 — 05.10.1967 / **Grand Prix" / 35 weeks, 1 day

11.04.1968 — 19.09.1968 / **2001: A Space Odyssey"'* / 23 weeks
21.12.1968 — 28.02.1969 / ""Ice Station Zebra™ / 10 weeks

01.03.1969 — 04.04.1969 / a rerun of "'2001: A Space Odyssey"" / 5 weeks
(there were further short seasons of ""Grand Prix", ""The Greatest Story Ever Told",
and also of "'2001: A Space Odyssey'* at ""Theatre Tokyo"" after 1970)

Osaka’s ""OS Theatre''— Cinerama 3-strip dates (1955 — 1965)

The "OS Theatre" had the longest continuous run in Japan of 3-strip Cinerama titles
commencing when it opened with *"This is Cinerama'* on 15.01.1955 until conversion to
single-strip with the screening of **"Mediterranean Holiday'" in 70mm Cinerama in May of
1965. Unfortunately, | have no access to cinema advertisements from Osaka, but | noticed that
seasons predominantly ran in tandem with the Tokyo screenings at the "Imperial Theatre" and

later "Theatre Tokyo".

o

There existed more 3-strip theatres in Japan, like the
"Asahi Kaikan" (5] H 23 Theatre in Fukuoka
and the "Palace" Theatre in Kyoto.

Have a look at this website:
http://incinerama.com/ctcineramatheatres.htm
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Image from "Far East Film News" dated November 1959


http://incinerama.com/ctcineramatheatres.htm

The 3-strip movie ""The Best of Cinerama" («RX&X k « 7 « x5 <)/ USA,
first shown at the "Palace™ Theatre in Cleveland (Ohio) on 13.11.1962,
was not screened in Japan.

BONUS: Information about a revered Japanese
Cinerama Theatre
The ""Chunichi Cinerama Theatre™ (4 H > % Z < BI3%) in Nagoya — later renamed

"Herald Cine Plaza 1" (NZ )W F¥ 27 24 1).
It had Japan’s last original louvered Cinerama screen with a huge size of 30 by 11 metres.




The Nagoya Chunichi Cinerama theatre (with around 1,000 seats) was integrated in a 7-story,
2-basement building, which was a veritable amusement city with: a 200-seat Cinetarium (360-
degree projection), a 36-lane bowling alley (on three floors), a billiard and pool parlor, a coin-
operated miniature car racing course, an archery range, shooting galleries,10 restaurants, snack
bars and food stands.

At its opening in December 1964 (Showa 39), the building was owned by Chunichi (for Central
Japan) Cinerama KK (for Company Limited). President of which was Katsumi Furukawa, who
also headed the Nippon Herald Motion Picture Co. — a leading film importer. The cinema’s
booth (see image above) was equipped with Nichion Imperial 70/35 all-purpose projectors. Did
they also perform 3-strip Cinerama movies at this venue? On the internet | spotted the advert

(see image below): ""This is Cinerama' (Z #1725 % 7 < 77) at the Nagoya "Chunichi
Cinerama Theatre" (-1 H 3 # Z ~ E15) — or did they only screen the film’s 70mm version
back then? The image on the right side shows the theatre’s lobby.
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It is reported that the "Chunichi* was a Cinerama venue that had been completed under the
design guidance of American headquarters, and that it had been Japan’s very last cinema with
an original deeply curved, louvered Cinerama screen. The word is that the theatre”s opening
film was "'Circus World" [(#—# A Dt 5}), USA, 1964], which had previously been
debuted in Tokyo at 4 cinemas on 19.12.1964 — but not in Cinerama (advertised in "Super
Technirama 70™). A number of hits and major works were screened at this impressive Cinerama
theatre — sometimes also in cooperation with Tokyo’s "Theatre Tokyo" and Osaka’s "OS
Theatre".

In 1988, most likely due to an ownership change, the venue was renamed
"Herald Cine Plaza 1" (N Z)v N ¥ 27 54 1) — but, happily, the deeply curved
Cinerama screen remained until the theatre’s closure in September 1999 (Heisei 11).

The very last film that had been shown there was ""Elizabeth™ [(= Y X X)), UK, 1998].

See: http://maboroshi.movie.coocan.jp/cinerama.html

Nagoya Chunichi Cinerama Theatre Reported Screen Sizes:

VistaVision: width 12,45 m, height 7,5 m / CinemaScope: width 17,7 m, height 7,5 m

70mm Panavision: width 25,4 m, height 9,4 m / Cinerama: width 30 m, height 11 m
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The large amusement building with integrated Cinerama theatre — note the large
Japanese Cinerama logo (3 & Z =) on the building’s roof. Image on the right: a leaflet
about the movie "Lawrence of Arabia” [(7 Z E7 @ o L > R), UK, 1962] shown at the

""Chunichi Cinerama Theatre" (+ H 3 % 5 < B35). Note the additional Cinerama
logo in the poster — although it isn"t an official Cinerama movie.


http://maboroshi.movie.coocan.jp/cinerama.html
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Image and information sources about the "Chunichi Cinerama Theatre":
the trade magazine "Movie Marketing" dated April 1965 and the internet.

An extract taken from a Japanese newspaper article dated 08.09.1999
AHBT X7 VR
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Translated: Nagoya's Cine Plaza closed

The "Herald Cine Plaza 1" in Nagoya’s city ward "Naka-ku" (H7[X), with the largest screen in
Japan, will be closed on 24 September 1999. The opening of the "Herald Cine Plaza 1" was in
1964. At the time, it was called ""Chunichi Cinerama Theatre" (‘F H > # 7 < EI35). 1t was
an era in which the screens were made bigger and bigger in order to compete with TV. The
screen with a width of 30 meters and a height of 11 meters consists of about 3,600 plastic
ribbons — they are vertically arranged. In Japan, there is still something like this only here.
Many of major films were shown at this venue, including the Cinerama movie ""How the West
Was Won'"" (78355844 52) using three projectors (author’s note: | am not sure whether 3-strip
films were shown at this venue), the 70mm films ""The Bible" (K #i£1:) and ""Godfather"
(= v K7 7—¥%—). Junichi Kato, managing director of Herald Corporation, recalls: "It was a
place to go — so much that it was incorporated into the tours of sightseeing buses." For the
movie fans of Nagoya it was an exceptionally memorable theater. According to Herald, the
screen and projectors will be preserved. The last show is "Elizabeth (= VU X X). A special
“Farewell Event” isn’t planned — all disappears quietly.
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CINERAMA FESTIVAL

CINERAMA FESTIVAL - on the occasion of the 10th Anniversary of CINERAMA
a brochure* about the American 3-strip travelogue films. [Toho (BE=E) - 1962]

(1) This is Cinerama (Z #1253 7 < 72), (2) Seven Wonders of the World (A7 0-EA B ),
(3) Cinerama Holiday (> & Z v + & Y 7 —), (4) Windjammer: The Voyage of the Christian
Radich (K 2 J7M), (5) Search for Paradise (15t 028 ), and (6) South Seas Adventure

(FFfE D FFR). The Cinerama Festival (2 # 7 v 4% 0 ) at "Theatre Tokyo" took place
from 01.11.1964 until 30.04.1965.

*A seller says 26 pages
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Movie Companies in Japan from that Time

Source: "Movie / TV Marketing' dated September 1968



TOWA Co. Ltd. @

THE IMPORTER AND DISTRIBUTOR
OF FOREIGN FILMS IN JAPAN
WITH A GLORIOUS EXPERIENCE
AND 40-YEAR HISTORY!

President Vice-President Director Forsign Dept
NAGAMASA AKIRA HARUMASA
KAWAKITA KUDO SHIRASU

FRETIRFRERRELRTERRRIRERORTERRPE OO EONTELRRL OO

GOLDEN LINE-UP 1968
LE RAPACE, LES TEENAGERS, TU SERA TERRIBLEMENT GENTILLE, 13 JOURS EN FRANCE, LA

BLONDE DE PEKIN
AL DI LA DELLA LEGGE, SETTE VOLTE SETTE, OGGI A ME-DOMANI A TE

GASLIGHT, MADAME CURIE
THE BROTHERS KARAMAZOV, THE SWAN LAKE
HELGA UND MICHAEL, HELGA UND DIE SEXUELLE REVOLTE

ACCIDENT, THE GIRL ON THE MOTORCYCLE

from France

from Italy:
from America:
from Russia:

from Germany:
from England:

BRANCHES: Tokyo, Osaka, Fukuoka, Nagoya, Sapporo

HEAD OFFICE: 2.2, Ginza, Chuo-ku, Tokyo, Japan
OVERSEAS OFFICES: Paris, Rome.

Cable Address: TOWATOWA TOKYO

SHOCHIKU-EIHAI CO., LTD.
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IMPORTER-EXPORTERS
H’.;:Q £ DISTRIBUTORS OF
MOTION PICTURES

1 b

SENNOSUKE TSUKIMORI

Executive Vice President

13.5, 1-chome, Tsukiji, Chuo-ku, Tokyo, Jopan.
Tel: 542.555] Cable: “GINZAEIHAI TOKYO"

—Tel: OXFORD 7-6146 ® Cable: SHOCHIKU NEWYORK
rl::](.‘lel"i': —Y—o{i‘: SEeGUR 15-52 ® Cable; KHAMANAKA PARIS 0646
Rome — Tel: 825800 @ Cable: EIHAI ROMA

Head Office:

Branches:




=it NIPPON HERALD MOTION PICTURE CO., LTD.

JAPAN'S LARGEST INDEPENDENT
| IMPORTER EXPORTER DISTRIBUTOR
i EXHIBITOR OF QUALITY PICTURES

i —

PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT DIRECTOR,
FOREIGN DEPT,

KATSUM| SABURO EIICHI

FURUKAWA HATANO KOHNO

HEAD OFFICE: NO. 1 OSAKA BLDG., 1, 2-CHOME, UCHISAIWAI-CHO, CHIYODA-KU, TOKYO
TEL: (591) 0251 CABLE: “HERALDPICTURE TOKYO"

BRANCHES:  TOKYO, OSAKA, FUKUOKA, NAGOYA, SAPPORO
OVERSEAS OFFICES: PARIS, ROME
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Adverts from ""Movie / TV Marketing' magazines dated 1968

END

Written by Gerhard Witte, Berlin (Germany), 2018,
with kind support from David Coles, Sydney (Australia).

All the images and information for this article are taken from diverse vintage trade magazines,
especially from the trade magazines "Far East Film News", "Movie Marketing",
"Movie / TV Marketing", from Japanese newspapers of that time, and, of course,
also from the internet — especially from Japan’s “Yahoo Auctions” (+ =77 2 ).

Many thanks to all sellers, such as: "ceracchid4a" / "yukiko811" / "yan_yanai2004" /
"lilimx722" or "'zettonandco".



